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PREFACE 
Expansion and decline of urban centres in India during 
the medieval period is a significant" aspect of the social 
history on which, beginning with Muhammad Habib, important 
generalizations were made. But these generalizations are yet 
to be tested in the light of micro studies based on the 
textual and archaeological evidence surviving relating to 
individual urban centres. 
The present dissertation represents one such attempt 
involving on urban centre, Bayana, which seems to have 
experienced noticeable expansion immediately following the 
Ghaurian conquest and continued to flourish down to the 
middle of the seventeenth century as a trading and 
administrative centre. I have tried to put together in this 
dissertation the available information on Bayana, in the form 
of textual references and epigraphs for the period 
(1206-1700). This is compared with the inference suggested by 
locality names and archaeological remains of the period. The 
two sets of evidence when examined critically in the light of 
the physical environment and availability of resources in -the 
tract where Bayana is located (26*^55'N 77^16'E), seems to 
yield new insights into the way this urban centre first 
developed and then partly declined during the second half of 
the seventeenth century. 
VI 
I have structured this dissertation into four parts 
each one of which is divided into chapters which in all total 
six, covering aspects like, political history, growth of the 
township, monuments and inscriptions found at and round 
Bayana and finally concluding remarks and a note 
explaining the maps depicting the tract where Bayana is 
1 ocated. •  
In the Part-I of the dissertation, (Chapters 1 and 2). 
I have discussed the political history of Bayana down to 
1700. Due to the paucity of literary evidences of the period dautn 
to the arrival of the Ghauifties it is obviouslyyi^feasible to 
dilate on political condition of Bayana before it was 
conquered by the Ghaurids. However, with the help ofdfew 
surviving inscriptions one may imagine that during early 
medieval period or before the arrival of GhatuHdes as well, 
Bayana was an important centre. However, Bayana's gradual 
development during the sultanate period from iqta repr€8«ii11n9 
a Khitta or Shiq to the status of a Sarkar headquarter 
during the Lodi period shows its growing significance as an 
administrative and military centre. It is in this context, 
important to note that because of Bayana*s strategic location 
the sultans of Delhi always tried to control this stronghold. 
They had to suppress many rebellions to subjugate the place. 
During the Mughal period, upto seventh decade of the 
vn 
s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y , Bayana town and t h e t r a c t a round i t 
cont inued t o be. some impor tance. But a f t e r the sub juga t i on 
A 
of the Rajputs and conquest of Malwa and Gujarat by the 
Mughals, Bayana seems to have lost its strategic importance. 
Laying of the Mughal highway (Agra-Ajmer highway) skirting 
Bayana was.clear indication of this change. The contemporary 
European travellers' account and Persian texts do show that a 
major trade route still passed through Bayana and 
agricultural products of Bayana tract, particularly indigo, 
contributed to the prosperity of Bayana as a trading centre 
during the seventeenth century. But the status of Bayana as 
an administrative and military centre was considerably 
reduced during the 17th century. It was governed by a 
thanedar in-stead of any powerful hakim which poyn'ts to 
its political decline during the seventeenth century. 
The Part-II of dissertation consists of (Chapter--3, 4 
and 5, where I have described the growth of the Bayana 
township down to 1700. In Chapter 3, I have discussed growth 
of the Bayana township down to 1400. Chapter—4 traces growth 
of the Bayana township from 1400 to 1526. And in Chapter-6 
growth of the Bayana township under the Mughals is covered. 
For tracing this development, I have plotted the surviving 
monuments on a map of Bayana and its surroundings indicating 
the approximate time of the construction of individual 
vm 
building worked out with the help of inscriptions and 
architectural features. These maps give a clear picture of 
the gradual development of the township as it expanded in 
different directions. 
The Part-Ill of the dissertation consists of Chapter-6 
which consist of a list of medieval monuments surviving at 
Bayana in.chronological order. In this list, I have 
A 
reproduced the English translation of the inscriptions found 
on individual buildings. 
Lastly, Part-IV of dissertation consists of concluding 
cm 
remarks and,appendix explaining the monuments plotted on the 
appended maps. 
I should like to state here that the generalization 
that I have made in this dissertation on the nature of urban 
growth and decline during the medieval period and also the 
suggestions that I am making here on the pattern of growth 
and decline experienced by Bayana during the period 1206-1700 
are very tentative. I am making these generalizations and 
suggestions in the hope that these would stimulate further 
research and discussion on the problem of urban growth during 
the medieval period. 
Ul\ W S 1 
POLITICAL HISTORY 01' IJAYANA 
o 
a: 
»—* 
> 
U 
CO 
H -
>—« 
Q 
< 
< 
>-
< 
CHAPTER I 
POLITICAL HISTORY OF BAYANA DOWN TO 1400 A.D. 
Pre-Ghorian inscriptions found at Bayana suggest 
that before the Ghorian conquest this place was known as 
Sripatha and first time one comes across the name Bayana 
in Tabaqat-i- Nasin. This pre-Ghonan name of Bayana 
is also supported by bi-lingual inscription of Khan 
Khanan Farmauli found on the baoli near the Taleti Darwa-
za of the fort. This inscription in its Persian version 
refers to the place as Bayana while Sanskrit version 
mentions it as Sripatha. 
1. John F. Fleet, Corpus Inscriptionum Indicarum, 
Vol.Ill, "Inscription of the Early Gupta Kings and 
their Successors",' Varanasi , 1963, pp. 251-54; Epigra-
ph i a Indica, Vol.XXII, p.127. 
2. Minhaj-us Si raj, Tabaqat-i Nasiri, Vol.1, Ed. by Abdul 
Hayy Habibi, Kabul, 1864, p.311, 
3. Alexander Cunningham, Report of a Tour in Eastern 
Rajputana in 1882-83 (Archaeological Survey of India) 
{Report:ASI), Vol.XX, Varanasi, 1969, p.85; Mehrdad 
She Koohy, Corpus Inscriptionum Iranicarum, Part IV, 
"Persian Inscriptions down to the early Safavid Peri-
od", Vol.XLIX, India: State of Rajasthan, London, 
1986, p.30. 
Before the subjugation of Yauddheya tribe by the 
early Gupta king Samudragupta (335-380),^ Bayana was the 
seat of the power of Yadu chiefs. Subsequently the Yadu 
chiefs of Sripatha seem to have paid allegiance to the 
Gupta rulers. A sacnfical pillar (yupa) with an 
inscription installed by Vishnuvardhana (as mentioned in 
inscription) after the completion of pundarika sacrifice 
some time in 428 mentioning yaudheyas as one of the 
tribes performing obeisance to him, strongly suggeststhat 
up to 428 wher yupa (sacrificial pillar) was established 
by Vishnuvardhan, a feudatory of Gupta, the Bayana region 
(then known as Sripatha).under the subjugation of the 
K 
Guptas. 
1. Corpus Inscriptionum Indicarum, Vol.III, pp.1,8,14 
Verse 22 of 'Allahabad Posthumous Stone Pillar In-
scription of Samudra Gupta' reads: 
"Samatata-Davaka-Kamrupa-Nepala-Karthipur-adi-
pratyanga-ni rpati bhi r Malava-Arjunyana-Yaudheya-
Madrak Prarjuna-Sanakani ka-kaka-kharapuri k-adibhis 
=cha surv vakaradan-ajnakarana-pranamagamna". 
Translation: "Whose imperious commands were fully 
gratified, by giving all (kind of) taxes and obeying 
(his) orders and coming to perform obeisance, by the 
frontier kings of Samatata, Davaka, .... and other 
countries; and by the Malavas, Arjunayanas, Yaudheyas, 
Madrakas, Abhiras, Prarjunas, Sankanikas, Kakas=khara-
parika and other (tribes)". 
2. Ibid., Vol.Ill, pp.253-54. 
The Bayana inscription dated V.S, 1012 (=955 A.D.) 
suggests that Sripatha was the seat of Mahipaladeva who 
" • t " 9 
constructed the Usha temple near the market place. 
The prefix Maharajadiraja used for "Mahipal" of the 
inscription confirms him as an independent ruler. Bijoli 
Rock Inscription" of the Chahamana king Somesvera dated 
V.S. 1226 (=1160 A.D.) confirms that Sripatha was 
captured by the Chahamana king Somesvera, father of 
Prithviraja III some time before putting up the 
inscription. According to R.S. Tripathi, the Bijoli Rock 
Inscription was inscribed by the Chahamana ruler 
the 
Vigrahraja IV at time of his annexation of Delhi. This, 
A 
however, seems improbable. While according to him 
Vigrahraja IV ruled during 1153-64 A.D., the inscription 
under discussion is dated 1169 A.D. It is obvious that 
Vigrahraja IV of R.S. Tripathi and Somesvera of the 
1. It is locally known as Ukha which is corrupt form of 
word Usha. 
2. Epigraphia Indica, Vol.XXII, p.127. 
3. Ibid., Vol.XXVI, p.93. 
4. R.S. Tripathi, History of Ancient India, Reprint 
(1977) of first edition of 1942, Delhi, p.334. 
inscription are two different personalities. The latter 
might be identified as our of Vigrahraja IV's successors. 
Prithviraja III, a Chahaman ruler, the successor of 
Somesvera, was defeated by Muizuddin Ghauri in the Second 
Battle of Tarin (1192). Ajmer was taken by Ghaurids in 
1192. Shortly after Delhi too fell into their hands. A 
member of Prithviraja Ill's family, probably his son, was 
permitted to rule over the territory of Ajmer 'on a 
promise of punctual payment of large tribute'. In 1196, 
Ghorians brought the territory of Ajmer under their 
direct control after removing the Chahaman ruler from 
there. At the same time Sripatha, referred to in 
Tabaqat-i Nasiri as Bayana, was also conquered. 
Subsequently, territory of "Thanker and Bayana" passed 
under the control of Shahbuddin Ghori's officer Malik 
Bahauddin Tughri1 who established a new fort at Bayana 
9 . . . . 
naming it Sultankot.^ In this connection, it is 
noteworthy that one comes across the name Bayana for the 
1. Tabaqat-i Nasiri (Ed.), Vol.1, p.311 
2. J£)7'c/ (ed. ), Vol.1, pp.321, 22. 
first time in Tabaqat-i Nasiri and also that this name 
was bracketed with that of Thankar to identify the tract 
which the Ghorides conquered from Chahamans. From this 
it may be deduced that the territory or administrative 
unit (iqta, khita or ship) identified in the records of 
the Sultanate period as Bayana or Bayana-Thankar 
represented a tract that included the present site of the 
Bayana town and the fort of Thankar. This entire tract 
seems to have formed Malik Bahauddin Tughril's ipta in 
1196.2 
During the early phase of the reign of Iltutmish 
(1210- 27 A.D.), there was a brief revival of Chahaman 
power in the north-western Rajputana. It seems that like 
other strongholds Bayana and its confines were also 
recaptured by the Chahaman ruler of Ajmer during this 
time. This seems to have happened when 
Iltutmish was solving administrative problems created by 
1. Tabaqat-i Nasiri, (ed.), Vol.1, pp.321, 22. 
2. Ibid. 
3. Rajeev Bargoti, "Growth of the Pre-Modern Township of 
Bayana", Presented in the Indian History Congress, 
Gorakhpur, 1989, See Aligarh Volume (Cyclostyled), 
Indian History Congress, Centre of Advanced Study, 
Department of History, A.M.U., Aligarh, 1989, p.514. 
6 
his fellow officers and protecting the north-western 
frontier of his empire. It was only, some time in 1227-
28, that after having annexed the eastern region, 
including Bengal, to his empire, that Iltutmish initiated 
steps to protect the southern flank of Delhi Sultanate. 
Iltutmish possibly, reestablished his control over Bayana 
around the same time (1227-28). 
In 1252-53, this territory was under the charge of 
•^  . 1 
Qutbugh Khan who is mentioned as the hakim of Bayana. 
He was followed by Malik Sher Khan. In February, 1259 
Sultan Nasiruddin Mahmud Shah gave the charge of Bayana 
territory of Malik Sher Khan. 
There is no mention of the hakim of the Bayana at 
the time of Balban's accession in the contemporary 
writings. In the first year of his reign, Balban is 
mentioned as suppressing the Mewati in the region. He is 
reported to have ordered clearance of the forests which 
were the main hiding place of the Mewati rebels. One of 
Balban's inscriptions dated 1271 testifies • his control 
1. Tabaqat-i Nasiri (ed.), Vol.1, p.486. 
2. Ibid,, (ed.), Vol.1, p.490. 
over the tract. It also mentions Nusrat Khan as the 
hakim of the khita Bayana in 1271.^ 
The Bayana tract seems to be have remained peaceful 
during the Khalji rule (1290-1320). Alauddin Khalji who 
ascended the throne in 1295, started ruling with a strong 
hand. No rebellion in the Bayana region is mentioned in 
the contemporary writings during Alauddin Khalji's reign. 
In 1301, at the time of Ranthanbore expedition, Bayana is 
mentioned as an iqta of Alauddin's well known noble^ Ulug 
Khan. During the thirteenth century Bayana developed as 
an important cultural centre within the Delhi Sultanate. 
It came to possess a large urban population of Muslims. 
Many of these muslims belonged to the category of ashraf, 
some of whom seemingly achieved considerable reputation 
in the field of Islamic learning. The fact that two of 
quazis, quazi Ziauddin and quazi Mughisuddin, hailing 
1 . Epigraphia Indica, Arabic and Persian Supplement, 
1937-50, Published by Director General of Archaeologi-
cal Survey of India, Delhi, 1987, p.6. 
2. Ziauddin Barni, Tarikh-i Firoz Shahi, ed. by Saiyed 
Ahmad Khan, Calcutta, 1863, p. 
3. Ibid. , p.353. 
from Bayana, succeeded in rising to the positions 
of the advisors of Sultan Alauddin Khaiji in the 
religious matters' goes to suggest the distinction 
already attained by some of the ashraf of Bayana by the 
beginning of the fourteenth century. Apparently it 
continued to be an important administratis* and cultural 
center throughout the fourteenth century. 
Epigraphical evidence suggests that the Bayana 
tract was continuously under the rule of the Delhi 
Sultans throughout the 14th century. According to 
inscription:inscribed over Jhalar Baoli and Ukha masjid, 
during the reign of Qutbuddin Mubarak Shah Khaiji, Malik 
Kafur Sultani was administering the Bayana tract in 
1320.2 
After KhaljiS there is a long and unexplainable 
gap in the history of Bayana. It is not mentioned in 
contemporary chronicles. The only mention of Bayana in 
an account of ' Muhammad Tughlaq's reign is,brief and 
problematic reference in Ibn-i Batuta's Rehla. Going to 
1. Tarikh-i Firoz Shahi (ed.), p.289 
2. Report: ASI, Vol.XX, pp.69, 71. 
kol (Aligarh), Ibn-i Batuta claims to have visited Bayana 
in July 1342. He says that at the time of his visit 
Muffar - Ibn-ul Duya was the muqta of the place. This 
reference to Bayana, in any case, does testify that under 
the 
the Tughlaqs, Bayana continued to be headquarterc of a 
A 
muqta. 
Chahamans, whoes principality was located to the 
Qasx, of Bayana with Chandwar as its headquarter, seems to 
have withdrawn their support from Delhi sultan around 
p 
1376-77. Sometimes,towards the end of Sultan Firoz Shah 
Tughlaq's reign they organised themselves once again into 
a strong alliance under the leadership of Chahaman 
chieftains of Etawah. In 1377-78, Firoz Shah Tughlaq 
preceded against them and subjugated them^ jlkfter a few 
years they threw off Firoz Shah Tughlaq's authority 
again forcing Firoz Shah Tughlaq once again to set out 
from Delhi with the idea of suppressing the Chahamans of 
Etawah. On this occasion, he is reported to have 
1. Ibn-i Batuta, Rehla, tr. by Mahdi Hasan, Second edi-
tion, Oriental Institute, Baroda, 1976, p.152. 
2. Shams Si raj Afif, Tarikh-i Firoz Shahi, Ed. by Maulvi 
Vilayat Husain, The Bibliothica Indica, Calcutta, 
1891, pp.493, 94. 
1 O 
entrusted this task to Firoz bin Tajuddin Turk. The 
latter crushed the Chahaman power including that of the 
chieftain of Chaudwar with a strong hand. 
During Firoz Tughlaq's reign, Muinuddin was the 
muqta of Bayana. But the weak successors of Firoz Tughlaq 
could not maintain their control over this territory. By 
taking advantage of the downfall of Tughlaqs, which was 
perhaps, caused by Timur's invasion (1398), many of 
as 
the Rajput chiefs as well^the Muslim nobles controlling 
different territories as their iqtas declared then 
independence. A similar situation developed in the Bayana 
region as wel1. 
By the end of the fourteenth century, as the 
Tughlaq empire disintegrated, Bayana Emerged as the 
headquarter^ of Ahadis. They came to control the tract 
1. Tarikh-i Firoz Shahi, (ed.), p.494. 
2. I am using the word 'Ahadd' in place of 'Auhad'. 
First time this^word 'Auhad' is used by Alexander 
Cunningham after^surveyed the Eastern Rajasthan in 
1882-83 and then he is followed by other modern histo-
rians and scholars. Ipiabsence of diacritic marks it 
is difficult to give to the point pronounciation. 
According to Staingass, Persian-English Dictionary, 
as its independent rulers, during the first half of the 
fifteenth century. The history of Ahaddi rule over Bayana 
shall be discussed in the next chapter. 
...Continued froii! prev... 
with the help of these alphabets - a I if, v?a, h and 
dai - there are three possible words Ahad, Uhud and 
Ahadd meaning one/a lone (generally used for God), name of 
a mountain near Mad m a and, fnost acute/sharp 
respectively. A scrutiny of these words and their 
meaning, suggests that the word, Ahadd, will be more 
correct here. 
CHAPTER 2 
POLITICAL HISTORY OF BAYANA FROM 1400-1700 
At the time of Timuris' invasion (1398), Shams Khan 
Auhadi controlled the shiq of Bayana. By the time 
the Tughlaq rule came to an end (1399-1405), Shams Khan 
Ahaddi Kao already t^ pounoff the supremacy of Tughlaqs 
p 
and started ruling as an independent ruler. It seems 
that he rebelled against weak successor of Feroz Shah 
Tughlaq and had declared his independence. In 1399-14-00, 
Afghan Khan, ruler of Gujarat, marched against Bayana. 
Shams Khan came forward to check Afghan Khan's march but 
he was defeated by the latter.^ 
In 1416-17 A.D., Malik Mulk recovered mal and 
mahsul from Shams Khan Ahaddi and went back to Delhi. 
1. Muhammad Bihamid Khani, Tarikh-i Mahmudi, tr. by 
Muhammad Zaki, Bombay, 1972, p.53. 
2. Sujan Rai Bhandari , Khulasat ut Tawarikh-, Ed. by Md. 
Zafar Hasan, Delhi, 1918, p.259. 
3. Yahya Sarhindi, Tarikh-i Mubarak Shahi, Ed. by M. 
Hidayat Hosain & Khan Bahadur, Calcutta, 1931, p.169. 
4. Ibid., p.186. 
1 3 
But an inscription found at Taleti mosque suggests that 
AbQdd Khan was administering the Bayana tract in 1414 
when this mosque was built by Muhtaf Khani, and he ruled 
over the territory upto 13th September, 1421.^ After -t:fe^  
death of Ahadd Khan,Mubarak Khan Ahaddi got the power and 
•5 
rebelled against the suzerainty of Delhi Sultanate'^ in 
1425. Sultan Mubarak Shah marched to Bayana, in November 
December 1426, to suppress the disturbance created by 
Mubarak Khan Ahaddi, After some time he submitted mal 
to sultan and was taken to the court at Delhi". Iqta of 
Bayana was divided into two parts - one part with Bayana 
as its headquarters was granted to Malik Muqbil and other 
part comprising the Sikri pargana was conferred on Malik 
Khairuddin Tuhfa.^ But in the meantime Mubarak Khan 
Ahaddi escaped from Delhi and it seems that he had recov-
1. Report: AST, Vol.XX, p.85. 
2. Corpus Inscriptionum Iranicarum, Vol.XLIX, India; 
State of Rajasthan, London, 1986. 
3. Tarikh-i Mubarak Shahi, (ed.), p.202. 
4. Ibid, 
5. Ibid., p.205. 
6. Ibid (ed. ), pp.205, 06. 
1 A-
ered his territory from Malik Muqbil and Mali Khairuddin 
Tuhfa because in November - December 14-27 he helped the 
Sultan Ibrahim Sharki of Jaunpur who advanced towards the 
territory of Delhi sultanate. Sultan Mubarak Shah was 
proceeding towards Bayana to crush the power of Mubarak 
Khan Ahaddi in Nov - Dec 1427, when Sultan of Delhi was 
informed by Kadir Khan, amir of Kalpi, about Ibrahim 
Sharki's attack. Sultan Mubarak Shah decided to check 
the power of Ibrahim Sharki and encamped his army on the 
bank of the river Gambhir in the territory of Bayana 
near* the army of Sharki Sultan. A day long battle was 
fought with out any significant result, Ibrahim Sharki 
returned to Jaunpur in February 1428. On his way back 
to Delhi Sultan captured Bayana from Mubarak Khan Ahaddi 
(who went to Mewat-) and territory of Bayana was granted 
to Malik ul-Shark.^ In 1429 Mubarak Khan Ahaddi again 
1. Tarikh-i Mubarak Shahi (Ed,), pp.208-10, 
2. Ibid., (ed.), pp.209-10. 
3. Ibid.; Tarikh-i Mahmudi ( t r . ) p.68. 
4. Tarikh-i Mahmudi, ( t r . ) , p.68. 
Tabaqat-i Akbari, V o l . I l l , p.529. 
5. Tarikh-i Mubarak Shahi (ed. ) , p.210. 
1 5 
created disturbance in Bayana territory. Around July 
August 1429, Maiik-ul-Shark is reported to have 
suppressed the rebellion at Bayana. Henceforth he 
proceeded to Mewat and Gwalior. Subsequently Malik 
Shamshul Malik became hakim of Bayana (1430) in place of 
Mai "ik-ul-Shark Malik Mahmud Hasan. 
The Sayed Sultans of Delhi tried to keep the Ahaddi 
rulers of • Bayana under subjugation but they were not 
successful in controlling the tract for any considerable 
time. Following the appointment of Maiik-ul-Shark, again, 
there was a revival of Ahaddi rule. 
After the death of Mubarak Khan Ahaddi (1423), his 
son, Yusuf Khan Ahaddi ruled over the Bayana tract 
down to 1439." In that year Ranusia (Ranu), a slave of 
1. Tarikh-i Mubarak Shahi, (ed.), pp.212, 13, 
2. Ibid., p.231. 
3. Epigraphia Indica, 1959-61, p.63. 
1 6 
Sidhwal came with an army to attack Bayana. After 
having entered in the khitta Bayana, he occupied the fort 
of Sultangarh (the same as Sultankot). It seems that 
editors of Tarikh-i- Mubarak Shahi Md. Hidayat Hosain and 
Khan Bahadur probably used the word Sultangarh as Sultan-
gir. Yusuf Khan Ahaddi advanced to Hindawan to check this 
army but he was defeated by Sidwals' army. 
Sultan Mahmud Khalji, the first khalji sultan of 
Mandu, attacked Bayana in 1448, Muhammad Khan Ahaddi was 
then, the ruler of Bayana."' On this occasion the ruler of 
Bayana purchased peace by agreeing to be loyal to and 
1. In the part III of Chapter six of "A Comprehensive 
History of India"., Volume V, Edited by Mohammad Habib 
and Khaliq Ahmad Nizami, New Delhi, Reprint 1982, 
giving the account of successors of Mubarak Shah, 
during the reign of Muhammad Shah (1434-43), Prof.K.A. 
Nizami gives the name as Sidhpal (p.659) while our 
early source Tarikh-i Mubarak Shahi (p.238) mentions 
as Si dhwal. 
2. Tarikh-i Mubarak Shahi (ed.), p.238. 
3. Abdul la Muhammad, Zaffar ul Walih bi Muzaffar wa Alihi 
(An Arabic History of Gujarat), tr. by M.F. Lokhandwa-
la, Vol.1, first edition. Gaekwad's Oriental Series 
No.152, Published under the Authority of the Maharaja 
Siyajira. Univ. of Baroda, Baroda, 1970, p.172. 
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having the khalji Sultan's name in the Friday Khutbas. 
When this came to Sultan of Delhi's notice, he came 
forward to attack Bayana and forced the Ahaddi chief to 
submit to him. 
At the time of the capture of power at Delhi by 
Bahlul Lodi in April 1451, Bayana was being ruled by Daud 
Khan Ahaddi.- Sultan Bahlol Lodi marched against Bayana 
as well, with an aim to capture the territory but it 
seems, he was not successful. 
After Bahlol Lodi's death, Sultan Ashraf son of 
Ahmad Khan Jalwani, a member of Ahaddi family, was the 
hakim of Bayana, when Sikandar Lodi came Bayana in 1485-
A 
86 from Gwalior, Sultan Sikander Lodi offered him 
territories of Jalesar, Chandwar and Marhara in exchange 
of Bayana sometime in 1491-92.^ Sultan Ashraf agreed to 
1. Ibid (tr.) p.172; Tabaqat-i Akbari, Vol.Ill, p.553. 
2. Tabaqat-i Akbari, Vol.Ill, p.553. 
3. Khwajah Niamatullah, Tarikh-i Khan Jahani, tr, by S.M, 
Imamal Din, Dacca, 1960, p.135, Report:ASI, XX, p.81. 
4. Tabaqat-i Akbari, Vol.Ill, p.563. 
5. Tarikh-i Khan Jahani, pp.17 3-75. 
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the transaction but having reached "the fort with Umar 
Khan Sarwam, he refused to surrender the territory. When 
Sultan Sikandar Lodi knew about the distotibances created by 
Sultan Ashraf, Sultan Sikandar Lodi proceeded against him 
from Agra. After some time Sultan Ashraf, hakim of 
Bayana, handed over the charge of the territory to 
Sikander Lodi 1^491-92J. Sultan AShraf went towards 
Gwalior and Sultan Sikander Lodi appointed Khan Khanan 
Formauli as the haKim of the Sarkar Bayana." After Khan 
Khanan's death, some time in 1499-1500, the territory of 
u>as . 
Bayana . conferred to his sons Imad and Sulaiman , but it 
seems that they could hardly control the disturbances 
created by the intruders and rebel 1ious chiefs of the 
E\/tv\tuaity 
SOrkar Bayana, Sultan granted this territory to Khawas 
1. Tarikh-i Khan Jahani, pp.173-75. 
2. Ahmad Yadgar, Tarikh-i Salatin-i Afghana, Ed. by M, 
Hidayat Hosain, Calcutta, 1939, pp.36, 37. 
3. Tarikh-i Khan Jahani, p.175. 
4. Ibid. 
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Khan. Having captured the fort of Mandray , Sultan 
reached Bayana in 1504- 05"^ ^ CAJtucb'Seem"S/-to be^  ^  the 
capita! of Sarkar Bayana. In the same year intruders 
penetrated in the territory of Sarkar Bayana and created 
disturbance. Sultan Sikandar Lod ordered to find out a 
suitable place on the bank of the river Yamuna, in 1505-
06, to control the activities of the intruders 
from the eastern frontier of Sarkar Bayana , and in the 
same year, near two villages - village Basai and village 
Poia - he ordered to establish a fort and named it Agra. 
Sultan Sikandar Lodi created a new Sarkar - sarkar Agra 
- with merging nine pargana of sarkar Bayana in it. 
During the last years of Sikandar Lodi's reign 
and after his death^it seems that Nizam Khan was the 
hakim of Bayna territory. When Babuts army encamped dt" 
1. Tarikh-i Khan Jahani, p.175. 
2. At present this town is known as Mandroel, which is a 
tehsil town in the south of Bayana. See Irfan Habib, 
"An Atlas of Mughal Empire", OUP, Delhi, 1982, plate 
' 8A •' . 
3. Tarikh-i Khan Jahani, pp.190, 91. 
4. Ibid, pp.195, 96. 
5. Ibid. 
o 
Agra, having defeated the Afghan Sultan Ibrahim Lodi in 
the battle of Panipat, Babur sent a messenger to Nizam 
Khana with "promise and threat" to accept the supremacy 
of^Mughal5 but Nizam Khan refused. Having captured 
Dhaulpur, Babur sent an army to Bayana to Drmg it under 
h^ S control. After a battle, 
Bayana was taken away from the charge of Nizam Khan and 
•5 
granted to Mehdi Khwaja. When Rana Sanga reached Bayana 
the 
to fight with Mughal army, Mehdi Khawaja accepted his 
supr€macy but after some time he rejoined Babur's army. 
On 17th Marched 1527, the great bottle of Khanwa was fought 
between the Mughal army and the army of Rana Sanga. After 
the battle of Khanwa, Ishak Aga was appointed as the. 
shiqdar of Bayana (in April 1527). In the Persian 
1. Zahiruddin Babur, Babur Nama, tr. by A.S. Beveridge, 
Reprint 1970, New Delhi, p.523. 
2. Ibid, (tr.), p.523. 
3. Babur Nama, p . 5 3 0 ; Akbar Nama, V o l . 1 , p. 7 1 . 
4 . Akbar Nama, V o l . 1 , p . 7 2 . 
text of Baburnama ['trans iated from lurkish Language^. 
Abdur Rahim hae mieeed the title e-hiqdar.' 
Babur's eids-st son Humayun succeeded him in December 
1530. He ieft Agra in i534 tor proceeding against the 
Afghans of the east. At this occession Tatar Khan, an Afghan 
cheif then ailied with Bahedur -Shah attacked and captured 
Bayana, Humayun was then busy in the eastern parts of the 
Empire. Humayun promptiy returned to Agra and sent an army 
w 11 h M1 r z a A s k a r i , r-n r z a Hind a i a n d o t h e r offi c e r s to p u t 
dov-,'n disturbance created by Tatar Khan instructing them 
that reached Dei hi after the campaign. =^  Hughai army 
reached Bayana, and after a brief struggle expelled Tatar 
Khan from the re.'^  
In ^533 after having suppressed the disturbances-
created by Muhammad Zaman Mirza, son-in-law of 
Babur, Humayun had imprisoned him in the fort of 
Bayana 'which wastern under in the charge of uncle 
1. Babur Nama (tr.) 327: by Abdur Rahim, p.21 
2. Akbar Nama, Vol.1, pp.98, 99. 
3. Ibid. 
Yadgar Taghai. ' in !533-34, Kura-san Khan, a vazir of 
oult-an Bahadur of Gu.iarat had attac-Ked Bayana, but they v/ae-
defeated and thrown baoh by the royal army under the leader-
ship of r-iirza AsKari.^ ^ It eeems that some time after 
A-sKan defeated the Afghan-s allied vvith Gujarat the Bayana 
territory vvas granted to him. This v^ as perhaps aimed at 
strengthen the southern frontier of the newly established 
Mughai Empire during Humayun's oampaign m Bihar and 
Benga 1 = 
In 1540, Mughal Badshah Humayun was finally 
expelled by 5her Shah 5uri from Hindustan. Sher 
Shah Sun's oopper ooms v-iere also minted from 
1. Shaikh SiKandar, Mirat-i Sikandri (Dept. of History 
Sen es No. 3 ), Ed. by S. C. Mi sra and M. L. Rahman, 
Baroda, p.305. 
2. Golbadan Begum, Humayun Nama (tr.), A.S. Bevendge, 
First Indian Edition, Delhi, 1972, p.M4, p.95. 
Abbus Khan Sarwani, TariRh-i Sher Shahi, ed. by Muhammad 
Imamuddin, Deoca, 1954, P.95. 
Bayaner in 95 1 AH.' It -strongly suggests that aav'Ana was 
under the -Surs, during the reign of Sher Shah Suri from 
1540-45. But we do not find the name of any Sur nobis 
administering this important place which was also a minting 
centre. 
IsiaiT) chah came to the throne in 5 545. It seems that 
at that time Islam Shah's brother, AdiI Khan, was the hakim 
of Bayana, Isa Khan had requested the Islam Shah after his 
accession, to confirm him m Bayana.=^ According iy, Islam Shah 
issued a farman to that effect and sent Isa Khan and 
Khawas Khan with A.di I Khan to ruled over the territory of 
Bayana, Rantnambhor and Hewat.'-' But Islam Shah did not 
tolerate A.di i Khan's presence m the immediate vicinity of 
Agra. After two months of his commmq to the throw he 
H. Nelson Wright, The Coinage and Hetroiogy of Sulta-
nate of Delhi (Incorporating A Catalogue of the Coins 
m the Authors Cabinet Now in Delhi Museum), Published 
for Govt. of India, Delhi, 1936, p.386; Mr NaviM 
stated that "Thus a representative coilec-tixon of Sun 
Coinage (453 out of 1483 coins) must contain not only 
coins of each metal, denomination, type and date but 
also a comprehansive series of this issues from each 
mint", p.382; and coins no. 1114, iilo, i 116-17, 1118 
and i I 18 'A-' pp.293, 94. 
Tari Kh-1 Khan Jahani, p.357. 
appointed Ghasi Mahalvi to restrain Adi i Khan.' On having 
come to know about Is!am Shah's action, Adi i Khan vvent to 
Mewat and pleaded with Khav^as Khan that Is tarn Shah should not 
to break the arrangement earlier agree upon."^ When Islam 
Shah refused to compromise, AdiI Khan and Khawas Khan, 
revolted^ They marched jointiy towards the territory of 
Bayana.^ As it is well known they were not successful. 
After their SUDDression Bavana tract continued to be ruled by 
I f £r s r r i -sfi- oM-n = h. nuii • i r r :n=- • - • • - J i : : m i r\r.P:.n Bavana-
ana having the name 
coins, were 
After death 
of Islam Shah on them are extent. Such 
in the private collection of Mr Navill.* 
in 1554, Adii Shah murdered Islam 
Shah's successor Firoz Shah and him.se If ascended the 
throne. It seems Adi! Shah's nobles were not pleased with 
him because one h1s nob Ie, Ibrah1m Khan revoI ted 
and marched toviards Agra.'-' But he v/as defeated bv 
Tar i kh-1 Khan -Jahani , p, 558, 
I b i d. ' 
3. .- Tarikh-1 Salatin-i Afghania. (ed. ), pp. 240, 4 1. 
4. The Coinage and Metrology of 5uItanate of Delhi, 
pp.327, 382; Coins no.1283, 34 also see plate no.XV of 
the Book. 
A b d u l l a h i a r i k h - 1 D a u d i , p . 1 9 9 
oiKandar near Agra -some time in 1554.' Ibrahim Khan 
reorganized a new force and marched towards Kaipiand he 
•sent Hemu BaKKai to crueh their pov,'er. After a conflict, 
when he was going to noDb by Adi I Khan s force, "^  he fled 
to his father Qhazi Khan who was the haKim of Bayana (i554).-^ 
Hemu reached Bayana to punish him and encamped there for 
three months. But due to revolt of Muhammad Khan Sur, 
ruler of Bengal, Hemu was called back.'* Tarikh-i 
5aiatin-i Afghama informed that in 1554 Bikandar was 
the ruier of the Sur Empire.'-' It suggest that he uprooted 
Adi i Khan some time in 1554 and ascended the throne at Agra-. 
In 1554-55, Humayun restabiished the Hughai empire after 
in Hindustan defeating -Sikandar Khan Sur. Haider Huhammad 
1. T a r i k h - i Daudj , p . ! 9 9 . 
2. T a r i k h - 1 Khan Jahan i , pp.394, 95. 
3. I b i d . , p.398: T a n k h - i Daudi , p. 199. 
4 . T a n k h - i Daudi , p. 193. 
p, T a n k h - i Shahi. (A lso known as T a n k h - i S l a t i n e i -
A fghama) ( E d . ) , pp. 274-75. 
Khan Akta Begi was appointed as a new hakim of Bayana.' 
Humayun died early in January i556 Hie eon AKbar aeoended the 
throne in the safrse year. 
During the first four years of Akbar'e reign, the fort 
of Bayana v^ as continued to be used as a high security 
prison. Shah Abdul Maa i i , one of ' s amirs, 'was imprisoned at 
Bayana the time of Akbar's instaiation. He was later re-
leased from there by Bairam Khan,=^ Bayana seems that 
after iooO, it was no longer used as a high security 
prison. From this time onwards, im.portant political 
prisoners were kept at Gvialior. Mirza Kamran's son, 
Mirza Abdul Rahim was sent to Qwaiior some time m 1560, 
where he was killed in 1564 by one of the Kachwaha 
nobles guarding over him."^  Muhammad Amir Diwanah 
was also released from the fortress of Bavana sometime in 
1. Abut Fa^ 'i , Ain-i Akbari , ed. by Naval Ki shore, V»oi.I, 
p.! 66: Nawab Samsam-ud-daua Shah Nawaz Khan, Haathir-
u i-Umra, Vol. 5, by Maulvi Abdur Rahim, v?.aicutta, 1388; 
p. 555. 
2. Badaoni, Muntakhab-ut Tawari kh, Vo 1.111, ed. by MauIvi 
Ahmad A M , Calcutta, 1869, p. 248. 
3. Huntakhab-ut Tawarikh, Vol.11, ed. by Maulvi Ahmad All 
and Captain, p.38. 
1559-50.' Bairam Khan, after hie- removal from the positions 
of wakii and arrest in 1550 was also sent to the fortress of 
Bayana. But after sometime he was released and was allowed 
to proceed to Mekka.^ 
In 1567-oS, when Akbar marched towards Chi tor to 
subjugate it, he took away the territory of Bayana from 
Haji Muhammad Khan Sistam and granted it as jagir to 
Asaf Khan.-^  In 1574-75, AbduMah Khan Jokan Begi was the 
hakim of Bayana. When Akbar was proceeding towards Patna, 
riakim of Bayana was with him.^ It seems that during the 
same period Bayana lost its status as sarkar headquarter. 
Bayana is mentioned as a pargana of sarkar Agra in Ain-i-
Akbari. ^- This would suggest that sometime before 1695,^ ' 
sarkar Bayana merged in the newly created sarkar Agra.^ Fact 
i. Ibid., II, p.11. 
2. Ibid. >• -A 
3. Ibid., II, p.102. 
4. Ibid., II, p.179. 
5. Ain-1 Akbari, Ed., I, p.85. 
5. It IS the probable date of completion of Ain-i Akbari. 
T. HuntaKhab-ut TawanKh, Vol.Ill, (ed.) p.108; Bayana is 
^-mentioned in HuntaKhab-ut Tawankh as one of the khita 
in western portion of the Hind; Ain-i Akbari, (ed,), 
Vol .II, p. i-2/^3> 
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that- one does not- come acrose- names of the important-
nobles holding the designation, "h-aKim of B-ayana" 
during the subsequent years of A.kbar's reign, indi-
cates the down grading of B-ayan-a -a-s milit-ary headqu-arter 
as well.' In seventeenth century, except the n-ame 
of the than-ad-ar of Bayan-a, Siyad-at P-au-ah Hir Muhammad Shafi 
who 1-s mentioned in an order Cd-a-st-ak) given try Aur-angzeb in 
October t-55o directly to -arre-st -Shiv-a.ii -and his son who 
had' escaped from A.gra,"^ " no other m-a.ior -admin istr-ator 
IS mentioned in contemporary Persi-an text-s -and 
Europe-an tr-ave I ler-s' -account. At the -s-ame time the 
archaeo ioqic-ai rem-ains, in the form of a compiex built by 
R-ajeev B-argoti, "B-ayan-a under the Mughal-s", The 
Proceedings of the Indian History Congress, C-alcutt-a, 
198CU pp. 22-9, 29. 
•Selected Documents o f Aur-angzeb'-s Re ign 16-59-1706, Ed . 
by Dr Yusuf Husa in Kh-an, Pub I i-shed by Centr-a i Record 
O f f i c e Hyderab-ad, 19-5-9, p.-55. 
•Jahangir^  mohter, Maryam Zamani ' and the so-called Lai 
Mahal'^  clearly euggest the- intereet of mensbere' of the 
royal family a-s v/e i i ae nobles in Bayana. This interest vme-
apparently inspired by trade and agro-based manufactures, 
particularly indigo, at Bayana in first half of the 
seventeenth century.-^  However, a fal I in the status of 
Bayana as a strategic point from the last decade of the 
sixteenth seventeenth century strongiy indicate that 
following the subjugation of Ra.iputana (1558) and Deccan 
(ioOI-02),^ it lost Its military importance. An 
Arhsatta^' document (Rajasthani ) dated (1750 VS=lo93! may be 
interpreted as ascribing the dominishing importance of the 
tract to Its being granted to Jai Sinph as a .laqir. 
!. Ka.ieev Bargoti , "Maryam /amani's Bao I i at Bayana - A 
Note", The Proceedings of Indian History Congress, 
Delhi, Feb. 1992, pp.454-59. 
2. -See Monument no. '4 1' Chapter VI. 
3. Rajeev Bargoti, "Bayana under the Mughats", op.cit., 
^' a X. 1_ C- . 
4. Rajeev Bargoti, "Three Inscriptions of Akbar's reign 
Bayana", presented in Indian History Congress, Waran-
ga i S-essi on, 1993. See A.M. U. Vo I ume (eye Iosty led), 
Warangal Session, 1991, pp.315-19. 
5. Arhsatta Pargana Bayana Sikandrabad, VS 1750, (1593), 
Ra.iasthan State Archi ves, 3i Kaner. 
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GROWTH OV THE TUWNNHJF-' 

CHAPTER 3 
GROWTH OF THE BAYANA TOWNSHIP DOWN TO 1400 A.D. 
After the removal of the Chahamans by the Ghoride 
from the Ajmer territory, Sripatha referred in 
Tabaqat-i Nasiri as Bayana,passed under the control of 
Shahabuddin Ghori's officer in 1196. In this connection 
it is noteworthy that one comes across the name Bayana 
for the first time in Tabaqat-i-Nasiri and also that 
this name is bracketed with that of Thankar to 
identify the tract which the Ghorids conquered in this 
region from the Chahamans. The territory or 
administrative unit {iqta, khitta or Shiq) identified in 
the records of Sultanate period as Bayana or Bayana-
Thankar represented a tract that obviously included the 
present sites of the Bayana town and the fort of 
Thankar. At the time of its conquest the Thankar-Bayana 
1. Tabaqat-i Nasiri ( ed.), p.311. 
2. Thankar (modern Jahangarh) is 22 kms to the south of 
Bayana. 
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tract was given as an iqta to Malik Bahauddin Tvjghril 
and according to the same source the Ghorid officer 
established a new fort in Bayana town and namtfdi it 
Sultankot.^ 
During the thirteenth century Bayana developed 
as one of the important cultural centres in the Delhi 
Sultanate and come to possess a large urban population of 
Muslims, Many of these muslims may be deemed to have 
belonged to the category of ashraf some of whom had 
apparently came to achieve considerable distinction in 
the Islamic learning. The fact that two of the qazi 
succeeded in rising to the position of the 
advisors of Sultan Alauddin in religious matters goes 
to indicate the distinction already attained by some of 
the ashraf of Bayana by the beginning of the fourteenth 
century. 
Bayana continued to be an important administrative 
and cultural center throughout the fourteenth century. 
1. Tabaqat-i Nasiri ( ed.), p,321. 
2. See Chapter VI, monument no. '4'. 
3. Tarikh-i Firoz Shahi, (ed.), p.289 
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The erection of prestigious structures at and around 
Bayana testifies that throughout the fourteenth century 
the township was continuously expanding as an important 
cultural and administrative centre. By the end of 
fourteenth century, following the disintegration of the 
Tughlaq rule at Delhi, Bayana emerged as the headquarter 
of Ahaddi chiefs. 
Regarding the history of Bayana township during 
fourteenth century, the written records are of course 
very scanty, but it is possible to have some idea of the 
manner the township grew from a survey of the surviving 
structures of the; period. Some of these structures carry 
inscriptions. These structures are scattered all over 
Bayana and its neighbourhood on the northern and north-
eastern side including the pre-Ghorian fort of 
Vijaymandi rgarh. 
While studyLriQ' the distribution of the medieval 
remains of Bayana the first question that one is called 
1. Sultankot (4); Abubakar's Tomb (5), Kazion ki Masjid 
(7), Ukha Masjid (8), Jhalar Sao77 (9), and Idgah 
(10). For details see Chapter VI - "List of Monuments 
and Inscriptions at and around Bayana". 
•si? - < ^ 
upon to answer pertains to the exact location of the fort 
and township of Sultankot established at the time of the 
Ghorian conquest. Before the depiction of the expansion 
of Bayana township during the thirteenth and fourteenth 
centuries, I would like to make a few observations about 
this problem. 
A look at map 'A' goes to show that all the 
monuments of the period ending with 1400 are located 
either in the present Bhitri Muhallah or in the plain 
that extends from there northwards upto the village 
Murki. It is worthnoting that though this could not be 
shown on the Map 'A', actually Bhitri muhallah is 
situated on a slightly raised ground at the foot of the 
hill. On the north-western as well as southern sides of 
the locality the drains of considerable dimensions and 
traces of the bastion like structure in the south of site 
near the drain are discernible. This tends to give the 
impression that Bhitri muhallah is the site of a 
fortified space surrounded by a ditch and that it was 
created some time during the Sultanate' period. The 
3 4 
presence of main mosque (Ukha masjid) built in the 
beginning of the fourteenth century (1320 A.D.) in the 
2 
centre of locality and also the location of graveyard 
(in which tomb of Abadakar Kandhari who died in 1198 was 
surviving in 1882-83 when Alexender Cunningham surveyed 
the place) and an Idgah of the same period located 
just outside this locality towards the north, go to 
strongly suggest the identification of Bhitri Muhallah 
with the site of SultanKot. Jhalor Baoli is located to 
the north-east of Bayana where rain water come down from 
the hill of Bayana through the tract to the south of 
village Damdama. It was constructed by Malik Kafur 
Sultani in the beginning of the fourteenth century (1320) 
1. Epigraphia Indica, Vol.XXII, p.127. Before the arrival 
of Ghoridew this place was known as Sripatha and 
temple was constructed by Maharajdhiraja Mahipala Deva 
in 955 A.D. in the market place of Sripatha which was 
converted into.mosque by Sultans of Delhi after 1198. 
Bahauddin Tughril also constructed new fort, Sultan-
kot, on the oldest settlement. Defaced icons over 
columns and architectural features corroborated the 
local traditions suggestion that it seems after the 
independence half of it was reconverted into*temple. 
2. See Chapter VI monument no.5. 
3. Ibid, monument no.'10'. 
4. Report: ASI, Vol.XX, p.59. 
3 S 
during the reign of Qutubuddin Mubarak Shah. The same 
person ' built the Ukha mosque located in the centre of 
the Bhitri Muhallah. The presence of two wells on the 
south-eastern and south-western corners of the baoli werfe mCQvit' 
apparently for lifting water from - the main 
It 
tank of the bao7 7..show that this waterwork ('Jhalar 
A 
baoli') was built for conserving flood water flowing 
towards the river Gambhir for general civil uses as well 
for irrigation. It seems that masonry embankment 
located to the north-east of Village Damdama was also 
built during the sultanate period. It was, apparently, 
an attempt at trappings the rain water flowing towards 
river Gambhir mainly for irrigation purposes. The 
presence of these water works, Jhalor Baoli and Masonry 
embankment, go to suggest that during the fourteenth 
centursi' the settlement at Bayana growing around 
Sultankot was oriented to spread towards the north where 
there was a greater possibility of harnessing the 
available water resources of the locality. The existence 
of a number of undated wells and baoli in the tract 
between the masonry embankment and the present Damdama 
See Chapter VI, monument no.'11 
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village (many of which are not shown on the Map 'A' owing 
to uncertainty of dating) is a clear indication of the 
manner in which this embankment, perhaps, contributed to 
a more efficient use of water resources for promoting 
farming or horticulture in the immediate vicinity of 
Sultankot. 
Like 
The location of monuments and remains ,, Kazion ki 
masjid, Ukha mosque and traces of bastion of the outer 
wall of Sultankot of different phases,indicate that upto 
the end of fourteenth century the township of Bayana 
developed in and around ' • the neighbourhood of 
Sultankot inits north and north-east Sultankot 
was presumably located at the point where the present 
Bhitri Mahal la of Bayana is situated. 

CHAPTER 4 
GROWTH OF THE BAYANA TOWNSHIP FROM 1400-1526 
By the end of the fourteenth century, following the 
disintegration of the Tughluq empire, Bayana emerged as 
the headquarter of Ahaddi chiefs who controlled the 
territory as independent rulers down to the capture of 
power in the Delhi Sultanate by the Afghan under the 
leader'ship of Bahlol Lodi (1451-52) and annexation of 
Bayana to the Lodi Kingdom in 1491-92. During the first 
half of the fifteenth century, it seems to have attained 
first the status of a khitta (1427-28) and then of a shiq 
( 1438) .^  
During Sikandar Lodi's reign, Bayana was the 
headquarter of a sarkar" of the same designation, the 
1. Inscription over the doorway of Mazina at Vijaymandir-
garh, dated 1457 A.D., gives the name of Daud Khan 
Ahaddi. See monument no.15 "Chapter VI'. 
2. Tarikh-i Mubarak Shahi (ed.), pp.210, 238. 
3. Tar 1 kin-i Ktw.n Jahani, p. 176. 
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revenue of which came upto 1 krur, 44 lak and 14,930 
tankasper annum, ' 
During the fifteenth century, the Bayana township 
seems to have developed a southward orientation. This 
is borne by the extension of the remains of the period 
from Bhitri Muhalla to the present village Sikandra as 
well as over that part of Vijaymandirgarh that is also 
called Badalgarh. From the fact that the earliest remains 
of Sultanate period found inside Vijaymandirgarh are of 
the Ahaddi period (1401-1457), one may infer that after 
the initial Ghorianconquest it was ei'tHer abandoned or 
was allowed to be cOhtroU ed by a subjugated chief down to 
the beginning of the fifteenth century. 
It would appear that initially when Ahadd Khan 
established himself as an independent ruler and till some 
time after him as well as the ruling family and its 
headquarters were possibl y located at Sultankot. This for 
instance is borne out by the inscription on the tower 
1. Babur Nama (tr.), p.521, Babur gives the impression 
that revenue list mentioning Bayana as a sarkar and 
giving its revenue was copied from the documents of 
Sikander Lodi's reign. 
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built near the stone pillar in Vijaymandirgarh by Daud 
Khan (1447- 56)J 
An Ahbiddi grave-yard which is commonly 
called "Mirana" is located in the north-eastern part of 
present Bayana city or to the north-east of Sultankot. 
Ruins of the tomb of Ahadd Khan, a member of the- Ahaddi 
family, ore still surviving with an inscription."^ From 
the contents of the inscription it seems that it was put 
up some time after the death of Ahadd Khan in 1421. 
Remains of an old complex'^  probably belongaw to 
Ahaddi period are still surviving in the building of a 
school, Govt. Boys High School, located in the same area. 
An inscription of which only a few words are readable is 
present on the wall of the same structure. The wordings 
of this inscription goes to suggest that it was, 
perhaps, a part of a hospice built during Ahaddi period. 
1. Monument no.15, 'Chapter VI' 
2. Monument no.14, 'Chapter VI' 
3. Monument no.12 "Chapter-lV 
4. Monument no.12 'Chapter VI' 
^o 
1 
The earliest Ahaddi structure, a mosque, survives 
with an inscription in the Vijaymandirgarh. This 
inscription ascribe the building to Ahadd Khan, "hakim of 
Bayana", who built it in 1414. ,Another Ahadd structure 
in the Vijaymandirgarh is a minar^ which carries an 
inscription. It was built in 1447 during the reign of 
Daud Khan a grandson of Ahadd Khan. 
In the second half of the Ahaddi period (1398-
1457), Ahaddi rulers seems to have shifted to 
Vijaymandirgarh. This is borneout by the presence of the 
Ahaddi buildings of the period inside the fort. Perhaps, 
KeacI t*iPS p.YOTnptec\ 
shifting of Ahaddi/quarter to the Vijaymandirgarh^by the 
prevailing uncertainty in which Sultankot was 
considered not fully secure. 
The most important development at Bayana during the 
second half of fifteenth century was the extension of the 
fortification of the Vijaymandirgarh sometime after 1491 
by Sikandar Lodi. He credited with founding a new 
1. Monument no.13 'Chapter VI' 
2. Monument no.15 'Chapter VI' 
A- 1 
fortified township of Sikandra or Sikandra fort^ which 
is located in a narrow ground enclosed on eastern, 
western and northern sides by hi 11 feature on which the 
rampart of the Vijaymandirgarh stands. In this place, 
Sikandar Lodi appears to have constructed many buildings 
including a mosque (ruined at present) for garrisoning 
his troop. In the extension of Vijaymandirgarh towards 
the south and the establishment of Sci<c(^ \dva , the main 
A 
motive was possibly, to ensure that sufficient quantity 
of water remain available to the fortified place. A 
sarai and mosque'^ located at a distance of about 1/2 km 
from Sikandra were possibly built about the same time as 
this township was established, "^ he location of sarai is 
suggested by the surviving ruins of its rooms inside the 
present village Sikandra. It might be conjectured that 
this sarai, originally annexe of Sikandra township, fell 
in disuse with the decline of the township which possibly 
resulted from the scarci ty ^  "t^ hi s part of the site 
including the ruined rooms of the sarai were occupied by 
A 
1. Monument no.17 'Chapter VI'. 
2. Monument no.20 A 22, 'Chapter VI 
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the Gujars. It was, perhaps, in this manner that the 
name Sikandra was eventually transferred to this new 
predominantly Gujar village that survives to the present 
times. The ruined mosque in another part of the present 
village Sikandra was possibly originally built as idgah 
of Sikandra township. Its identification as idgah is 
suggested by the close resemblance of its ground plan 
with that of the idgah of Bayana built during the Mughal 
period which is located near Brahmbad. One might infer 
that the latter structure popularly identified as idgah 
was built on model of this idgah of the Lodi period 
outside the township of Sikandra. The dat«. of blurred 
^ obvicusW 
inscription^i's no longer exist but it^belong to the reign 
of Ibrahim Shah Lodi (1517-26) when Nizam Khan was the 
hakim of Bayana. 
Another set of interesting ruins near Sikandra are 
a Gateway and Cupolas located in the south-west of •i^\e. 
modern village of Sikandra. These possibly are remains 
1. Early Travels in India, 1583-1613 (ed.), p.152 
2. Monument no.22 'Chapter VI'. 
3. iMonument no, 18 'Chaptar VI'. 
of a garden built- out-sids oikandra t-ownehip. When 
Wiiliam Finch passed through thie place in 16 10, he 
noticed here a "garden of t-he pieasure with the foot 
hi I i" and "a pieaeant va i ley enclosed v/ith wa I i". ' 
WiliiaFJ] Finch's description and the present- location of the 
G-atev,'.ay v/ith cupola-s suggest th-at these are possibly the 
remains of the same garden that was noticed by him. 
A-s -a i ready alluded -above, perh-ap-s, owing to 
scarcity of water supply the 5iKandra township was 
•subsequent i y ab-anooned -and the n-ame -Sik-andr-a got 
tr-ansferred to the vi I !-age th-at grew -around the -s-ar-ai on it-s 
outskirts. This is the possible exp i-an-ation for the name 
of the site of the fortified town-ship of Sik-andra. 
A b-ao 1 1 near T-aleti d-arv^ az-a*^  is carrying a 
bilingual, Sanskrit and Persian, inscription which 
testifies of its being bui It by Khan Kh-anan 
F-arm-au I i in !494 in the V1 .i-aym-andirg-arh. Wi th 
this there i-s another -structure, -a twelve pi i l-ared 
tomb,^ '• 1-5 the tomb of Kh-an Khan-an, orob-ably, bui It 
I . Wi I iiam roster, t:ariv i rave Is in Indi-a ( 1-58-3- 16 13) 
( Ed . ) , OUR, London , 1921, p . I -52 . 
2. Monument no.16 'Chapter VI'. 
3. Monument No.!9 'Chapter VI'. 
A-A-
by his successor some time after his death in 1501. 
A Minar, locally known as Ukha Minar, situated in 
Sultankot (Bhitri Mahal la), is carrying an inscription 
its 
which ascribes building to Ibrahim Shah in 1517 and 
completion to Nizam Khan in 1520. Another structure is o 
baoli, which is located in the east of Damdama village 
and to the north of Sultankot. Few surviving lines of an 
inscription Suggest that the baoli was constructed by 
Mutam Khan during the reign of Ibrahim Lodi (1517-26). 
It may thus be noticed that after 1400 down to the 
end of Lodi period (1526) the town of Bayana seems to 
have expanded towards the south. First as a consequence 
of the shifting their headquarters to the Vijaymandirgarh 
by Ahaddisand subsequently, during the Lodi period 
to the south-west of Bayana where ruins of the 
art 
fortified township of Sikandra and its annexes located. 
The extension of the fort beyond original confines 
of Badalgarh where the early Ahaddi buildings are located 
1. Monument no.21 'Chapter VI' 
2. Monument no.23 'Chapter VI' 
is an important point. It should be mentioned in some 
detail at the place where the reoccupation of the fort in 
the fifteenth century is mentioned. Possibly the 
extension was begun by Ahaddis and continued by Lodis. 
The location of the pavilion built by one of the 
Humayun's nobles in the eastern part of fort is the 
indication that when the Mughals occupied the fort in 1526 
they were using the residential space in Sikandra 
township. 

CHAPTER 5 
GROWTH OF THE BAYANA TOWNSHIP UNDER THE MUGHALS 
1527-1707 
Under the Mughals, mainly from the middle of the 
sixteenth century, Bayana appears to have gradually lost 
its significance as an administrative centre. This is 
borne out by its being mentioned only as a pargana of 
sarkar Agra in the Ain. It was, apparently, sometimes 
during Akbar's reign that Bayana was downgraded from the 
position of sarkar headquarter to that of a pargana 
headquarters. The fact that one does not come across 
names of important nobles holding the position of the 
hakim of Bayana under the Mughals strongly suggests 
downgrading of Bayana as an administrative centre or 
military stronghold. This retrogression in the status of 
Bayana town was also indicated by the shifting of the 
Mughal highway from Bayana to the point where at present 
Bharatpur is located sometime during the end of sixteenth 
1. Ain-i Akbari, (ed.), I, p.85. 
2. Ibid, II, p.12, 33 mahal are given in the dastur 
circle Bayana while, out of them, name of 22 mahal are 
mentioned in the table compiled by Abul Fazl in Ain. 
4 y 
century or beginning of the seventeenth century. The 
shifting of the route is suggested by the alignment of 
,the surviving kos-minars between Agra and Ajmer. 
Subjugation of Rajputana in general and the regions like 
have 
Malwa and (qujara't in particular might ^  contributed to 
diminishing the importance of Bayana as a military 
stronghold. 
William Finch (1610) and De Laet (1625-31) who 
passed through Bayana testify that the large part of the 
locality including its bazar and a main sarai had come 
2 <^ ujar , to be occupied by the peasants of neighbourhood. 
At the same time there is no denying the fact that 
throughout this time despite the decline in the 
administrative status of Bayana, it continued to be an 
important centre of Islamic Cultural activity. During 
1. Refer Annual Progress Report of the Superintendent, 
Muhammadan and British Monuments, Northern Circle, for 
the year ending 31 March 1914, Allahabad, 1914. 
2. Early Travels in India, 1583-1613 (ed.), p.152; J. De 
Laet, De Imperio Magni Magolis, tr. by J.S. Hoy land 
and Annoted by S.N. Banerjee, Second Edition, 1974, 
Delhi, p.45. 
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the Sur regime, Bayana haa emerged as an important centre 
of militant activicism of Mahadavii's under the 
leadership of Shaikh Abdullah Niazi, Shaikh Sadullah, 
"the great grammarian" is reported to have lived at 
khitta Bayana during Akbar's reign. He is credited with 
constructing a khanqah or hospice with a baoTi. Remains 
of the hospice and baoli, attached to it, is still 
tracable in the south of Bhitri Muhalla. An inscription 
on this structure states that "he (Shaikh Sadullah) died 
in 1581-82 and was buried in the khanqah which he 
made . While proceeding to Fatehpur Sikri 
Qaidi Shirazi, an Iranian poet,is also reported to have 
stayed at Bayana for some time. This speaks of the 
1. Muntakhab-ut Tawarikh, Vol.Ill, p.85. 
2. Ain-1 Akbari, Vol.1, p.167; Muntakhab-ut Tawarikh, 
Vol.Ill, p.108. 
3. Rajeev Bargoti , Three Inscription of- Akbars period 
from Bayana, presented in the Indian History Congress, 
Warangal, February 1993. See Aligarh Volume, Warangal 
Session, 1993, pp. 315-19. 
4. Monument no. 31 'Chapter VI'. 
5. I b i d . 
6. Muntakhab-ut-Tawarikh, (ed. ) , V o l . I l l , p.108. 
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lively cultural life of the township down to the end of 
sixteenth century. 
Side by side with this, Bayana also continued to be 
1 ? 
known for its mangoes, indigo, hina. and oranges and 
other agricultural products. There is some basis for 
assuming that in the seventeenth century the extension of 
indigo manufacture would have contributed to reviving the 
urban economy of Bayana to a certain extent, but it 
apparently failed to upgrade the administrative status of 
Bayana. 
The archaeological remains of Sur and Mughal period 
at and around Bayana go to suggest that this town 
continued to attract the attention of the rulers down to 
Jahangir's time. This is suggested by important 
buildings raised at Bayana by the Sur and Mughal rulers 
as well as their nobles down to the end of Jahangir's 
1. Iqtidar Alam Khan, 'Pre-Modern Indigo Vats of Bayana", 
Journal of the Islamic Environmental Design Research 
Centre, Italy, p.81. 
2. Jahangir's India, p.49. 
reign. But absence of any Mughal buildings at Bayana 
particularly at the site of Sultankot, with the possible 
exception of Lai Mahal raised after Jahangir's reign goes 
to reinforce the impression that the township of Bayana 
after Jahangir lost all significance as an important 
administrative and urban centre. 
The remains of the reign of Babur and Humayun or o^ 
the period --1526-56 A.D. are found inside the 
Vi jaymandi rgarh. These are (a) Babur's inscription*^  on 
Taleti gate in Vijaymandirgarh, (b) a pavilion built by 
one of Humayun's noble near the Sikandra gate of the 
fort^ and, (c) the tomb of Shaikh Phool , a well known 
sufi of Shattari order built possibly in the early years 
of Akbar's reign which is also located near the Sikandra 
1. Monument no.40 "Chapter VI'. 
2. Report:ASI, Vol.XX, p.85. 
3. Monument no.27, 'Chapter VI'. 
4. Iqtidar Alam Khan, "New Light on the History of Early 
Timurid Monuments of Bayana", Aligarh Volume, Indian 
History Congress, Srinagar Session, 1986, CAS, Depart-
ment of History, A.M.U., Aligarh. 
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gate of the fort. The only monument located to the north 
of Sultankot ascribed to Babur by the oral tradition is 
Talakni masjid near the old graveyard called Mirana. 
Our map 'C shows that during the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries the urban settlement in the 
vicinity of Bayana was generally shifting in the 
direction of the river. This is indicated by the 
location of Idgah of Akbar's reign across the river 
Gambhir near the village Brahmbad as well as of the 
baoli and the complex around it built by Jahangir's 
mother ^  Maryam Zamani in the seventh regnal year of 
Jahangir (1612-13). William Finch (1610), De Laet (1625-
31) and Peter Mundi (1633) refer to the complex around 
Maryam Zamani's baoli as a ruined palace surrounded by 
'excellently cultivated' garden."" This north-east ward 
expansion of the settlement may be traced as-far back as 
Sher Shah's reign who is credited with building the 
1. Monument no. 36 "Chapter VI', 
2. Rajeev Bargoti, "Maryam Zamani's Baoli at Bayana - A 
Note", op.cit., pp.464-4-69. 
3. Early Travels of India (ed.), p.152. 
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bridge over the river Gambhir giving easy access to the 
tract around Brahmbad. It might suggest that already by 
the middle of the sixteenth century Bayana's suburban 
settlement had possibly spilled over the east of the 
river Gambhir. This expa.wslo'A of Bayana seems to have 
practically come to a stop by the middle of the 
seventeenth century. So called Lai Mahal located in 
the Bhitri Mahal la is the only archaeological remain of 
some significance dating back to second half of the 
seventeenth century. The use of multifoliated arches in 
the Lai Mahal might ascribe it to Shahjahan's reign or 
latter times. If this structure is assumed to have been 
raised during Shahjahan's reign its presence should not 
disturb the general impression that by the middle of the 
seventeenth century, the urban expansion at Bayana had 
exhausted its possibilities. 
One might suggest that the urban expansion at 
Bayana during second half of the sixteenth century was 
promoted basically by the trade and commerce passing 
1. Monument no.30 'Chapter VI' 
2. Monument no.41 'Chapter VI' 
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through this place. The European accounts indicate that 
Bayana remained an important trade centre, for its semi-
rural products, particularly indigo, upto the seventh 
decade of the seventeenth century. This sudden 
expansion of indigo production in the beginning of the 
seventeenth century is also supported by the 
remains of the indigo vats. However, on 
the other hand, travellers account of the beginning of 
the seventeenth century give the impression that the 
bazars and sarais9.t Bayana were getting ruined and that 
tKeM 
some of.had come to occupied by local people. 
Three fortified positions guarding the settlement 
of Bayana township towards the north-west and the south 
1. Rajeev Bargoti, 'Bayana Under the Mughals', op.cit., 
pp.228-29. 
2. Iqtidar Alam Khan, 'Pre-Modern Indigo Vats of Bayana', 
pp.93,94; also see monuments no.46, 47, 48 'Chapter 
VI' . 
3. Early Travels in India (Ed.), p.151; De Imperio Magni 
Magolis (tr.) p.45, "Bayana was once a large and 
beautiful city', but at a time when he reached Bayana 
sometime in 625-31 or during the reign of Shahjahan, 
Bayana was in decay "only two sarayas and long street 
of bazar with few houses were surviving. 
5.4-
beyond Sultankot namely Damdama, Shergarh and another one 
situated in the loop that the river makes near the 
village Chahal, were possibly established during the 
sixteenth century. This conjuncture is partly 
strengthened by William Finch and De Laet's description 
of the site who appear to have seen ruins of palaces and 
other building to the north-west of Bayana probably 
around the Damdama fortification. Another of the three 
fortified position i.e. Shangarh may be presumed to 
have been established by Sher Shah. 
The urban decline at Bayana during the second half 
of the seventeenth century may be ascribed to the 
following factors: 
(i) After the subjugation of Mewat and Rajputana 
by the Mughals, strategic importance of the Bayana tract 
diminished considerably. 
1. Monument nos. 38, 39 and 37 'Chapter VI'. 
2. Early Travels in India (ed.), p.151; De Imperio Magni 
Magolis (tr.), pp.44, 45. 
3. Monument no.29 'Chapter VI'. 
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(ii) By the end of the seventeenth century Bombay 
began to grow as trade centre/port on western ghat. With 
its growth, Surat fell into economic inconsequence. The 
rise of Bombay did not contribute to the economic 
prosperity to the western/Mughal India because of Maratha 
uprising entering into a critical phase some time .last 
years of the ninth decade of the seventeenth century, 
(iii) Indian indigo particularly that manufactured 
in the Bayana tract, had begun to lose ground by 1650. 
By the turn of the seventeenth century it had practically 
lost the foreign market. According to Irfan Habib, this 
was because of the influx of indigo from Barbados and 
West Indies as also owing to the Dutch attempt at the 
indigo cultivation in Java. Ishrat Alam however points 
out, on the strength of the Dutch accounts that Indigo of 
1. Dr B.G. Gokhale, "Trade and Commerce During the second 
half of Seventeenth Century, 1650-1700", Journal of 
Indian History, Vol.42, S.No.124, Trivendrum, pp.329-
42. 
2. Irfan Habib, The Agrarian System of Mughal India, OUP, 
Delhi, p.86. 
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CtW\OV\q 
Bayana was still in demand Dutch traders till as late 
as 1700,^ and 
(,iv) Shifting of the general overland trade from 
Bayana in the seventeenth century as a result of the 
shifting of the imperial highway from there. This is 
suggested by the alignment of surviving kos-minars 
between Agra and Ajmer.'^ 
While concluding the chapter one must repeat that 
during the second half of the sixteenth century, the part 
of Bayana represented by the township of SiKandra 
declined the urban settlement of Bayana started spreading 
towards the north-east. Eventually it crossed the river 
Gambhir reaching the point where the present village of 
Brahmbad is located. This extension of the urban 
population was sought to be protected by establishing 
1. Ishrat Alam, 'Gujarat and Coromandal as Rival Export-
ers in the Seventeenth Century - A Study of Dutch 
Document', presented in the Indian History Congress, 
Gokrahpur, 1989 see Aligarh Volume (cyclostyled), The 
Indian History Congress, CAS, Dept. of History, 
A.M.U., 1989, pp.565-84. 
2. Rajeev Bargoti, 'Bayana Under the Mughals', op.cit., 
p.229. 
three fortified positions on its periphery which are 
Damdama, Shergarh and the 'fort' near the village Chahal. 
PAKi i l l 
MONUMENTS AN" '»'^''"«"'"»*!^' i\u ii^jdi.ir- I ii/i^»i 
Si V'^^i 
o 
o 3 m SI 
a^ 
IT 
c 
o n s 
o 
o 
cot. 
•m ^ 
. y ; 7 
-2 
3 
e «v> oy 
o 
c/7 
<7\ 
13 
<c 
2 LU 
(T 
O 
O 
-^ 
1 
_ J 
VD 
CM 
tn 
1 
o 
o 
<r 
O 
o 
r^  
1 
uo 
2 
x: 
CHAPTER 6 
LIST OF MONUMENTS AND INSCRIPTIONS 
AT AND AROUND BAYANA 
Present chapter is divided into two sections. 
Section 'A' consists of a descriptive list of monuments 
surviving at and around the present township of Bayana, 
in district Bharatpur (Rajasthan) arranged in 
chronological order. These monuments are identified and 
dated either with the help of inscriptions found on them 
or with the help of architectural features of the 
buildings but sometime also with the help of local 
traditions regarding the individual structures and sites. 
Section 'B', on the other hand gives descriptions 
of a few sites, where no structure of any 
significance exist at present, but place names attaching 
to them suggest that these sites were surviving from the 
medieval period and thereexisted at these sites-important 
structures which have disappeared by now. 
In Section 'A'^  in addition to the description of 
the architectural features and location of surviving 
5 9 
monuments, I am also giving the english translations of 
the Sanskrit and Persian inscription found on some of 
the buildings. The text of these inscription are mostly 
consulted from published epigraphical literature and 
research papers. But in case of some of the inscriptions 
located by me or by the team from Centre of Advanced 
Study in History, A.M.U., headed by Iqtidar Alam Khan for 
the first time the texts noted in the field-books or 
preserved in the photographs are used. 
In footnotes to the English translations of the 
inscriptions an attempt is made to identify the places 
and individuals as well as dates mentioned in the texts. 
The technical terms translated into English are also 
occasionally explained in the foot-notes. 
SECTION 'A': 
[1] YAUDHEYAS' INSCRIPTION IN VIJAYMAN-DIRGARH^: 
This Sanskrit inscription was put up by one of the 
rulers of the Yaudheya tribe in Vijaymandirgarh. But at 
present, I could not locate this published inscription in 
Vijaymandirgarh. Existence of Yaudheya tribe in the 
1, Corpus Inscriptionam Indicarum, Vol.Ill, pp.251, 252 
6 0 
Bayana-region can be corroborated with the reference of 
"Allahabad Posthumous Stone pillar Inscription of Samu-
dragupta", where Yaudheya tribe is included among the 
subjugated tribes of the period (325-380). Words, 
mentioned in the text Mahasenapati and Maharaja of the 
tribe show" that it was inscribed some time before the 
subjugation of the Yaudhey tribe by Samudragupta. 
p 
Translation : 
"Perfection has been attained! of the Maharaja and 
Mahasenapati, who has been made the leader of the Yaudhey 
tribe,... and having asked the settlement headed by 
Brahmans, as to the health of (their) bodies.... There 
is...." 
[2] STONE PILLAR INSCRIPTION OF VISHNUVARDHANA IN 
VIJAYMANDIRGARH:^ 
This sacrificial pillar iYupa), carrying this 
Sanskrit inscription,, is located to the south of mazina 
1. Corpus Inscriptionam Indicarum, Vol.Ill, line 22, p.8, 
2. Ibid., pp.251, 252. 
3. Ibid, Vol.Ill, pp.253-254. 
4. See Monument no. '15'. 
e 1 
inside the Vijaymandirgarh. It was set up by 
Vishnuvar 
(415-455), after the ceremony of the Pundarika sacrifice 
in 428. 
Translation: 
"Perfection has been attained! four centuries of 
years together with the twenty eight (year) 400 {ana) 20 
[ana) 8, having been accomplished, on the fifteenth lunar 
day of the dark fortnight of Phalguna. 
Line 3. On the ceremony of the Pundarika sacrifice, this 
sacrificial post {yupa) has been caused to be set up by 
the Varika, the illustrious Vishnuvardhana, whose royalty 
and name are well established, who is the excellent son 
of Yasovardhana, the excellent son's son of Yasorata, the 
excellent son of son's son of Vyaghrarata for the purpose 
of increasing splendour, sacrifice, religion, welfare, 
prosperity, fame, family, lineage, good future and 
enjoyment. 
Line 4. Let there be success! Let there be increase! 
let there be tranquillity! let there be condition of 
having a son who shall live! let there be the attainment 
6 2 
of desires that are wished for! may there be faith and 
wealth". 
[3] Usha mandirl Mosque : 
Usha mandir was the oldest temple situated at 
Bhitri muhallah of Modern township Bayana near the 
Mazina. It was constructed by Maharajdhi raja'^ 
Mahipaldev in 955 (=1012 V.S.) near the market place of 
Snpatha."- This temple was converted into the mosque by 
Qutbuddin Mubarak Shah in 1320. Wall of the structure is 
still carrying an' Sanskrit inscription. 
Translation of the Verse 40 of the inscription. 
1. Monument no.21. 
2. Title used by independent king. 
3. Sripatha is the Ancient name of Bayana generally used 
in Sanskrit texts and inscriptions. In the Sanskrit 
portion of the bilingual inscription of Khan-Khanan 
Farmauli's baoli, built in 1496, in Vijaymandirgarh 
this place is mentioned as Sripatha while Bayana in 
Persian version. 
V 
4. Epigraphica Indica, Vol.XXII, p.127. 
e3 
"Three dramma (villages) were given to the holder 
of the shranga bow (i.e. Vishnuj by the market place at 
Sripatha." 
[4] SULTANKOT: 
Sultankot, a walled city, was established by Malik 
Bahauddin Tughril, somettime in 1196, at the same place 
where the pre-Ghonan settlement^ was present. It is 
identified with the present Bhitri muhalla of modern 
Bayana because pre- Ghorian structure - Usha temple - was 
built in 'the market place' in 955 is located in this 
muha11a. 
[5] ABUBAKAR'S TOMB: 
According to Alexender Cunnighum's report this tomb 
was located to the north of Bayana in the graveyard which 
was carrying a Persian inscription at the time of his 
1. The word used for market palace in Mandapika. Root of 
the word is mandavo (Gujarati and Marathi word for 
market). 
2. Tabaqat-i Nasiri, (ed.), pp.321-22. 
3. See Monument No. 3 which confirms it to -pre-Ghori an/ 
Ancient town/settlement. 
visit to the place in 1882-83, At present though the 
grave svjrvives, the inscription is missing. According to 
Cunningham it was the earliest remain of Medieval 
period at Bayana as the inscription carried the date 
1196. 
[6] There is a bilingual inscription on the stone slab 
fixed into the wall of a well located near Usha temple in 
Bhitri muhalla (Sultankot) of Bayana town. It informs 
the repair of the choked well by Nusrat Khan, muqta of 
Bayana during the reign of Gayasuddin Balban in 669 
AH=1271. 
Translation : 
"In the name of God the most merciful and 
compassionate. The clearance of well... which was built 
one hundred and fifty years ago,"^ and afterwards during 
the reign of Muhammad Hazi (?) was choked, and filled up 
with stones... and people suffered there by commenced on 
the first of the auspicious month of Ramzan, in the year 
669 AH and was completed by the end of same month. 
1. Epigraphia Indica, Arabic and Persian Supplement, 
1937-50, pp.5, 6. ^ 
2. 1271-150=1121. 
es 
During the reign of the lord of the world, the king of 
the mankind Ghayasuddin Waldin, the shadow of God in all 
the world, may God perpetuate his kingdom, and during the 
regime of the exalted Khan, the Malik of the Maliks of 
the east, Nusrat Khan, muqta of the Khitta Bayana, may 
God preserve his dignity and prostrate his enemies, 
through the effort of the humble servant, Ibrahim 
Abubakar Naushairwan... preserve... written... on the 
above date. God is the best known." 
[7] KAZION KI MASJID: 
This mosque was built by Abdul Malik during the 
reign of Alauddin Khalji, in 1305 (=705 AH), in the hill 
region (Sultankot). It is not surviving at present but 
it was existing in Bhitri Mu'nalla of Bayana town with an 
inscription when Alexender Cunningham visited Bayana in 
1882-83. 
Translation: 
"The prophet has said, who builds a mosque for the 
great God, even by excavating the side ofQhilK?) for 
Report: ASI, Vol.XX, p.75 
him, God will prepare a place in paradise. It is 
related that mosque and well were built (and were 
repaired) in good style, after they have became 
dilapidated, in the reign of the greatest of the emperors 
of Arabia and Ajam, the master of the crown and seal, the 
shadow of God on earth, the splendour of the world and 
religion, the supporter of Islam and Mpselmans-, al-Masud, 
a second Alexander, the protector of helpless, Abu-ul-
Muzaffar-Muhammad Shah, the Sultan, by the weakest of the 
creature of God, Abdul Malik, son of Abubakar Bukhara, 
known by the title of Mughis-ut-Hakim, in the hill region 
{Jabul-ut-Khitah). May God accept him. On the 1st 
Muharram, in the year 705 AH=1305". 
[8] UKHA MOSQUE: 
The mosque locally known as Ukha (corrupt form of 
ii. located 
Usha) masjid, in the centre of Bhitri Muhalla. It was 
possibly built by conversion of the Usha temple (mandir) 
into mosque by Malik Kafur Sultani in 1320 (=720 AH, 
during the reign of Khalji Sultan Qutbuddin Mubarak 
Shah). HMight of roof is raised by using two pillars and 
1. See miniature no.3. 
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human figures of God and Goddess, engarved on the pilars 
are defaced. 
Translation: 
"The construction of this holy, grand and, fine 
building was ordered in the reign of King of the world, 
the just and most high chief of the ruler of the east, of 
Arabia, Persia**** master of gifts, and honours, the 
shadow of God in the world, the head of the kingdom and 
of religion, the supporter of Islam and moselmans, 
defender of rulers and emperors, the successor to the 
Khalifates of David and Soloman, Abi-ut Muzaffar, the 
viceregent of the God, Mubarak Shah Sultan, son of 
Sultan. May God preserve his authority and Kingdom*** 
his slaves, expectant of the mercy of God, Kafur Sultani. 
In the month of Khurdad in the year 720 AH(=1320)". 
[9] JHALAR BAOLI: 
Jhalar Badi (step well) is located about 1 1/2 km. 
to the north-east of Bhitri Muhalla (Sultankot) across 
the railway line. Originally it was carrying two 
inscriptions - i) over the north-east doorway and ii) 
1. Report. :ASI, Vol.X.X, p. 71 
ss 
over the south-east doorway. At the time of an Irani 
scholar Mehrad Shokoohy's visit some time before 1986 'the mscAv^ tio 
But at present these inscriptions are not in the original 
position. One of the stone slabs carrying the 
inscription is lying in arv adjoining field. It was 
built by Malik Kafur Sultani in 1320 (=720 AH), during 
the reign of Qutbuddin Mubarak Shah, to preserve rain 
waters flowing from the hill features towards the river 
Gambhir. 
p 
Translation: 
(i) Over the north-east doorway * "The helper of 
Islam and of moselmans, of David Soleman, Abi-ut 
Muzaffar, Khilafat ullah, Mubarak Shah Sultan son of 
Sultan, may God prolong his reign, the slave, hopeful of 
the mercy of God, Kafur Sultani". 
(ii) Over the south-east doorway * "The reign of the 
emperor of the world, the head of religion, the master of 
1. It is the year of the publication of his work in 
Corpus Inscriptionam Iranicarum, Part'IV, Vol.XLIV, on 
behalf of Corpus Inscriptionum Iranicarum. 
2. Report.-ASI, Vol.XX, p.69. 
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Calipah ( dar-ul-khalifat), ruler of the earth and sea, 
the slave of his court, Kafur Sultani, built this sweet 
water reservoir by the road side, behind its four doors 
and four domes, and calculated its date in the hizva year 
720 AH(=1320)". 
[10] IDGAH: 
This Idgah is located to the north of Sultankot at 
the distance of one km The tapering wall and use of 
rubble stone suggest its being a Tughlaq structure. 
[11J MASONRY EMBANKMENT: 
This embankment is located about one km to the 
north of Bhitri muhalla (Sultankot) along the road to 
Bharatpur. It is represented by a masonry wal1,-
which runs in a north-south 
alignment Locally this embankment is 
called hauz. One may infer that it was built to conserve 
the rain watersflowing from the hills towards the river 
Gambhir. The use of lime and stone in the structure 
suggests that it is post-Ghorian conquest monument 
possibly of 14th or 15th centuries. It may be reasonably 
inferred that it was built some time after Jhalor ^Baoli 
(1320 A.D.) which was also an attempt to conserve water 
7 O 
in the same tract. Possibly after it was felt that 
Jhalar Bao I i retained only a fraction of flood waters 
coming down from the hills on this side, this more 
effective devise aimed at conserving the same waters was 
conceived. 
[12] RUINS OF A AHADDI BUILDING: 
Remains of double storeyed building carrying On 
inscription survivesinside the compound of the Government 
High School located north-west of Usha masjid in Bhitri 
muhalla (Sultankot). At present it is used as a 
storehouse. Mehrdad Shokoohy could read only a few words 
of the inscription which is much blurred at present. He 
identified this "complex" as a Ahaddi building. In the 
blurred inscription the expression nan-i Raygan [free 
bread] could be deciphered, which according to Mehrdad 
Shokoohy, suggests that this building was used as a 
hospice. 
1. Corpus Inscriptionam Iranicarum., Part IV, Vol.XLIX, 
pp.20, 21. • ' 
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[13] TALETI MOSQUE: 
It is located near northern inner perimeter wall of 
the 
the Vijaymandirgarh. According to^inscription found on 
this mosque was built by Muhtaf Khani in 1414 (=823 AH) 
when Ahadd Khan was the ruler of Bayana. 
Translation: 
(i) "In the time of ruler of the great Khan, Ahadd 
Khan (who is) the shelter of the whole world, and lord of 
the earth and sea". 
ii) "the illustrious lord Muhtaf Khani, built, out. 
of truthful intention, such a place for worship of 
merciful (Allah)". 
iii) "and near it a zamzam like well out of his 
personal property may it be accepted (of him) in the 
court of bountiful creation. 
iv) From the hijra of the prophet, the year was 
eight hundred and twenty with three more, in the 
illustrious month of Ramzan (823 AH=1414 AD)". 
This translation is taken from A. Cunninghum's report 
in Rsport.-ASI, Vol.XX, p.85. 
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[14] GRAVEYARD: 
This graveyard is situated in the north-east of 
Bhitri muhalla (Sultankot) near the present bus stand by 
the side of Bayana-Bharatpur Road towards the east. The 
oldest dated grave there is that of AbubakaT Qandhari 
carrying the year 1196 which was noticed by Alexender 
Cunningham in 1882-83 but the grave stone is no longer 
traceable. This graveyard is locally known as Miran^ 
Tomb of Ahadd Khan is located in this graveyard. At 
present it is in ruined condition. A Persian inscription 
on Ahadd Khan's tomb records the date of his death as 
15th Ramzan 824 (=13th September 1421). 
Translation: 
(i) "Fourteen hours had passed from Saturday, the 
15th of the month of Ramzan in the year eight hundred and 
twenty four when all of death came". 
(ii) "In the dust of grave because captive Ahadd, 
the Khan of the world, whose orders champions always used 
to obey". 
1. Report: ASI, Vol.XX, p.71 
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[15] MAZINA OR MINAR: Located to the north of the stone 
pillar (yupaj Of Vishnuvardhan in the Vijaymandirgarh: 
It was built by Daud Khan, a ruler of the Ahaddi family 
in 1447 Daud Khan ruled over Bayana till 1456. The Minar 
carries a Persian inscription. 
Translation: '^ 
Semicircular Inscription "This minar was built 
during the reign of Sultan, the firm, the just, Nasii—ud-
dunya-wa-uddin, the most mighty and just Sultan, the 
shadow of God on the earth, Muhammad Shah, may God 
prolong his reign, by his highness (Masnad Ala), the most 
auspicious Daud Khan, son of the late lord blessed 
Muhammad Khan, may God have mercy on him, and give him 
place in paradise." 
Two horizontal lines - i) "This holy minar.vias ordered to 
be built by his highness, the bestower of life and of 
rank, the most auspicious Daud Khan, son of his highness 
Muhammad Khan, son of his highness Ahadd Khan, son of his 
highness Muin Khan Sidiki commonly known as Ahaddi". 
1 . Monument no.2 
2. Report: ASI, Vol.XX, p,81 
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ii) May God bestow his blessings on that man who 
offers his prayer for the soul of the architect of this 
beautiful minar, which has been built for the calling to 
prayer to Musalmans. The builder of this holy minar was 
the weak and insignificant slave of God, the hopeful of 
his mercy, Mufid Khan. May God forgive him." 
[16] BAOLI NEAR TALETI DARWAZA: It is located in the 
northern inner perimeter wall of the Vijaymandirgarh. A 
bilingual inscription - Sanskrit and Persian - confirms 
its being built by a Lodi noble. Khan Khanan Farmauli in 
1497 (=902 A.H.) during Sikandar Lodi's reign. This 
inscription is nolonger in its place. An important point 
about this inscription is that the Sanskrit version 
refers to Bayana as Sripatha a name which occurs in pre-
Ghorian Sanskrit inscription and other texts. 
(i) Translation of the Sanskrit version: 
"Homage to the remover of obstacles whom exponents 
of Veda and Vedanta refer to as highest authority, other 
as Garuda, or cause of the motion of the Heaven or God." 
1. Corpus Inscriptionam Indicarum, Part IV, Vol.XLIX, 
p.30. 
T S 
"Crest-jewel of ruler, he who is merciful, the 
cornucopia of the Kali age, he with a mind embellished by 
recreation devoted to the joy of learning, in the cyno-
sine of the learned. It is in this felicitous domain 
that the Sri Khan-Khanan goes about his duties by whom a 
stepwell has here been completed that merits 
celebrati on". 
"It was built in this year in the Vikramanditya 
Era. In the year 1553, in the Saka year 1418, day 2 
(second) of the waning moon in Asadha, on Sunday, in the 
lunar mension Uttarashadha, [affidavit] of the Superin-
tendent of [Vijaymandirjgarh, Sri Nekanama (?)... the 
governorship (?) of fort Vijaymandirgarh in Sirpathastha-
na [of] Kumarji Sri Khan-Khanan, son of Sekh Imad, in the 
Muslim dynasty of Sekh Mahammad". 
ii) Translation of Persian text: 
"Praise be to God! in the time of ruler of the 
earth, equal to Jamshid and Khusrau, by whose counsels 
the world is enlightened, by whose good qualities the 
1. Report :A5I, Vol.X.X, pp.87, 88, 
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sweet basil ( zamzam) receives fragrance, at the sound of 
whose drum in the forest the lion flies before the 
antelope. In this time baoli was made... on the 8th 
month of fasting in the year nine hundred and one after 
the flight of Muhammad (901 AH=1496 A.D.)". 
[17] SIKANDRA:^ 
Ruins of the Sikandra, the fortified town -is 
situated about 4 kms. south-west of Bayana near a village 
Sikandra at Bayana-Hindawn route. Local traditions 
supported by the place name study and literature of the 
medieval period suggest it is being established by Sultan 
Sikandar Lodi. Ruins of a large mosque and street line 
with houses, wells, and shops in the centre of the 
fortified space seems to suggest its being a regular 
township. 
[18] GATEWAY AND CUPOLAS: Near Sikandra 
These structures are possibly the remains of a 
garden located to the west of present village of 
1. Report.-AST, Vol.XX, p.79; Geographical Glimpses of 
Mughal India, Vol.Ill, p.47; also see Rajeev Bargoti, 
"Growth of the Pre-modern Township of Bayana", 
pp.526-27. 
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Sikandra. William Finch and De Laet testify : "there 
are many gardens of pleasure with the foot hill". Both 
further describe the location of Sikandra as "a pleasant 
valley enclosed with wall". Which is clear description 
of Sikandra township the ruins of which can still be seen 
just outside the Sikandra Darwaza of the Vijaymandirgarh. 
One may assume that the ruined gateway referred i>«» 
above served as an entrance gate to one of gardens 
mentioned by Finch and De Laet. Two, octagonal and 
hexagonal cupolas {Chhatries) were perhaps located inside 
this garden. It is possible that this garden was 
constructed by Sikandar Lodi in 1491-92 after Bayana was 
annexed by him which is perhaps also the date of the 
establishment of Sikandra, a new fortj^-r^d ;feSWi?i)S) named 
after the second Lodi Sultan. 
[19] TWELVE PILLAR TOMB 
This structure 
.2 
1 S 
X>5^^ 
inside the 
Vijaymandirgarh. It is the tomb of Khan Khanan Farmauli 
1. Early Travels in India (1583-1613), (ed.), p.152; 
Imperio Magno Mogolies, pp.44, 46. 
2. Report: AST, Vol.XX, p.67. 
De 
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who, according to inscription on the baoli near Taleti 
Darwaza, was controlling Bayana in 1496. This tomb was 
possibly built some time after his death in 1501-02. 
[20] SARAI: ^ 
The local tradition identifies the surviving 
structures of a few rooms located inside the present 
village of Sikandra situated to the south-west of Bayana. 
One might imagine that the sarai was an annexe of the 
fortified township of Sikandra built by Sikandar Lodi and 
may thus by ascribed to the Lodi period. 
[21] MAZINA OR MINAR:'^ 
It is located at Bhitri muhalla (Sultankot) in 
Bayana town locally known as Ukha (Usha) minar. This 
minar carries an inscription which describe its building 
to Ibrahim Shah^son of Sikandar, son of Bahlol Shah^ in 
1517 (=923 A.H.) and completion to Nizam Khan in 1520 
(=926 AH). On the floor of the minar a mason has carved 
1. Rajeev Bargoti, "Growth of the Pre-Modarn Township of 
Bayana", p.527. 
2. Report:AST, Vol.XX, p.73; Corpus Inscriptionam Indica-
rum, Part IV, Vol.XLIX, pp.21, 22. 
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the date Samvat 1574 which began on the 23rci March 
1517 corresponding the hijra year 923 (=24 Jan. 1517). 
[22] LODI MOSQUE: is located in the present village of 
Sikandra 4 kms south-west of Bayana: 
Its architecture as well as location near Sikandra 
may suggestitas a Lodi structure. It is carrying a 
blurred inscription. Some time in eightees' Mehrdad 
Shokoohy was able to decipher few words of the inscrip-
tion which are "Masna<t-i Al i Nizam Khan". 
r»ot 
The date of inscription could^^be deciphered but one 
might guess that it belongs to the Ibrahim Lodi (1517-26) 
when Nizam Khan was the hakim of Bayana. Inscription of 
Mazina'^ shows that Nizam Khan was already the hakim of 
Bayana in 1517. He was controlling BayanatUt the time of 
Babur's invasion (1526).^ 
1. Corpus Inscriptionam Iranicarum, Part IV, Vol.XLIX, 
p.23. 
2. Monument no.21. 
3. Babur Nama (tr,), p.526. 
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[23] MUTAM KHANS BAOLI (STEPWELL): 
This baoli (stepwell) is located two kms. north-
west of Bayana near village Damdama. A few lines of an 
inscription' surviving on the wall of the baoli, j«/hich 
mentions its construction by Mutaim Khan bin Mujahid Khan 
during the reign of Ibrahim Shah Lodi (151*7-26). 
[24] KALE KHAN KA MAQBARA:^ 
It is located to the south of Bhitri Muhalla 
(Sultankot) by the side of Bayana-Sikandra road, the 
architectural features (square in plan, triple storeyed 
effect, unsymmetrical single dome with inverted lotus 
motif and pinnacle, battlements are used in the form of 
perapet and use of blue glazed tiles) of the building may 
justify its ascription roughly to the early Lodi period. 
1. Corpus Inscriptionum Iranicarum., Part IV, Vol.XLIX, 
pp.23, 24. 
2. Rajeev Bargoti, "Growth of the Pre-Modern Township of 
Bayana", op.cit., p.527. 
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[25] TALAKNI HASJID:^ 
It is located to the north of Bhitri muhalla 
(Sultankot) near the graveyard ^  locally called Talakni 
masjid. Popular tradition ascribe this building "to be 
hwdJc 
<X mosq-je by Babur after his victory at Khanwa (1527). It 
is constri.4<t.ed on a artificial raised ground. 
[26] INSCRIPTION OF BABUR:^ 
A Turki inscription is inscribed on Taleti Darwaza 
located in the northern inner perimeter wall of Vijayman-
dirgarh by Babur. 
[27] PAVILION: This pavilion is located inside the 
Vijaymandirgarh near the Sikandra Gate in the inner 
perimeter wall of the fort. An inscription on this 
structure informs that it was built by Humayun's noble in 
1539 (=940 AH). 
1. Ibid. 
2. Monument no.5. 
3. Report:ASI, Vol.XX, p.85 
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Translation: 
"0 paradise like palace (even) samar (the mythical 
founder of Samarkand) was deceived (by your elegance). 
(This happened) during the reign of Humayun, the king of 
fortunate disposition. (You) resemble the Ceasar's palace 
(and) thus the date of (your) building) would be 'Manin-
da-i-qasr-i-quai sar' (940 AH=1539). 
[28] SHAIKH PHOOL'S TOMB:^ 
It is located adjacent to Sikandra Gate of Vijay-
mandirgarh. This tomb contains a grave of the well known 
sufi of the Chattari order, Shaikh Phool, locally known 
as Phool baba (put to death by Mirza Hindal in 1539) UioS 
possibly constructed during the early years of Akbar's 
reign. 
1. Iqtidar Alam Khan, "New Light on the History of Early 
Timuried Monuments of Bayana", See Aligarh Volume, 
IHC, Srinagar Session. 
2. Ibid. 
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[30] REMAINS OF SHER SHAHI BRIDGE:^ 
The modern bridge on the river Gambhir is actually 
on the remains of a pre-modern bridge. Surviving parts 
of the pre-modern structures in the present bridge can 
still be descerned. The local tradition ascribes it to 
Sher Shah Suri (1540-45). 
[31] HOSPICE AND BAOLI OF SADULLAH: 
This structure is located to the south-east of 
Bhitri muhalla (Sultankot) in Bayana. Baoli (stepwell) 
is the part of hospice and steps descend from the court-
yard of the hospice to the water level of the well. An 
inscription^ on the beams of eastern part of the 
building, corroborate Baduni and Abul Fazl's reference to 
1. Rajeev Bargoti, "Growth of the Pre-modern Township of 
Bayana", op.cit., p.529. 
2. 2.A. Desai, 'List of Published Muslim Inscription of 
Rajasthan', The Researcher - A Bulletin of Rajasthan's 
Archaeology and Museum, Vol.X-XI, year 1970-71, Ed. by 
R.C. Agrawal, Published by the Directorate of 
Archaeology and Museum, Govt, of Rajasthan, Jaipur, 
1971. 
Shaikh Sadullah. It was built some time before Shaikh 
Sadullah's death in 1580-81. 
Translation:^ During the reign of Jalaluddin Muhammad 
Ghazi he came with his heart and kindness of this place. 
The ka'ba like shrine, the khanqah of Shaikh Sadullah the 
upper part of the structure is lifted free from fault. 
When, I sought the date of the foundation of the khanqah 
from wisdom; wisdom said that its date is "ka'ba of the 
high khanqah". During the reign of Akbar Ghazi who 
became the Emperor of the country. He made Shaikh Sadul-
lah... He came (to) the ka'ba like khanqah. For the 
month and date of his death: "This is the khanqah of 
Sa'dullha' (abjad AH:988/1580-81)", 
1. Ain-i Akbari-, (ed.), Vol.1, p. 167; Muntakhab-ut Tawa-
rikh (ed), vol.III, p.108. 
2. Rajeev Bargoti, "Three Inscriptions of Akbar's Reign 
From Bayana", op.cit., p.316. 
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[32] PAVILION:^ 
This structure is located one km. south-west of 
is 
Bayana, Structure.based on pillars and beams with five 
cupolas i chhatris), Rajputana style, four on the corner 
and one in the centre constructed above the ground storey 
are reminiscent of Fatehpur Sikri architecture . Drooping 
eaves strongly suggest its identification as a Mughal 
structure, 
[33] CUPOLA (CHHATRI): 
It is located to the south-east of Bhitri muhalla 
(Sultankot) in Bayana and carries an inscription yielding 
the date 1602 ( = 1010 A.H. ). 
Translation:'^ 
"Date: AH 1010 (1601-02) His Majesty, Caliphate-
protecting Akbar Padshah after the conquest of the Deccan 
and Dandesh (Khandesh) passed by this place. (The 
1. Rajeev Bargoti, "Growth of the Pre-modern Township of 
Bayana", op.cit., p.530, 
2. Rajeev Bargoti, "Three Inscriptions of Akbar's Reign 
from Bayana", op.cit., p.317. 
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scribe:) This slave, Ma'sum Nami'a! Bakkari (of 
Bhakkar)". 
[34] Remains of MOSQUE in village Sikandra:^ 
Its ruins are located inside the present village 
Sikandra in the south-west of Bayana. The resemblance of 
the 
its ground plan with 7dga/7 located near Brahmbad, to the 
east of Bayana, built during the Mughal period is worth 
noting. Its location near Sikandra might suggest it to 
be Lodi structure. From this it might be further 
inferred that the Idgah of the Mughal period was a 
replica of this mosque. Its location outside the forti-
fied township of Sikandra might suggest that it was meartt 
to be an Idgah, 
[35] JAJHRI: 
It is a tomb located to the south of Bhitri muhalla 
(Sultankot). Its architectural features (square in plan, 
drooping eaves, shallow dome over octagonal drum, 
inverted lotus motif with pinnacle on the dome, use of 
red sand stone, perforated screen with latticework and use 
1 . Rajeev Bargoti , "Growth of the Pre-Mociern Township of 
Bayana", op.cit., p.530. 
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of serpentine bracket on the column of the projected 
entrance gate) resembles with Shaikh Saleem Chisti's 
tomb at Fatehpur Sikri. It could be ascribed to Akbar's 
reign. 
[36] IDGAH of the Mughal Period: 
This idgah is located across the river Gambhir to 
the east of Bayana near Brahmbad village. It carries an 
inscription on one of the pillars of the southern side of 
maingateway. This Idgah was possibly built during the 
reign of Akbar (1556-1606) some time before 1598 which is 
earliest date in the above inscription put up by Masum 
Bakhari. 
Translation: 
"(Verses) Nami', realise by the opened eyes of 
insight that the foundation of time is like a picture 
drawn on water. I ask you what is to be gained from this 
world, (only this:) wakefulness of a moment and sleep for 
the rest of the time. ii) (Prose) composed (Lit. said) 
1. Rajeev Bargoti, "Three Inscriptions of Akbar's Reign 
from Bayana", op.cit., p.318. 
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by Amir Muhammad ^'a'sum al-Bakkan in humanity; original-
ly from Tirmiz and poetic title al-Baqi. Written by 
Mirzan (?) 1008/1007 AH (=1598-99 and 1599-1600)". 
[39] MARYAM ZAMANI'S BAOLI (STEP-WELL): 
This baol1 (step-well) is located to the east of 
Bayana, across the ^^yB^ Gambhir, in village Brahmbad. It 
was built by Jahangir's mother Maryam Zamani in 1612-13 
(=1022 AH). On the main gate of the building,' there is a 
Persian inscription. 
Translation: 
"During the reign of Shah Nuruddin Jahangir, the 
world became a garden by his benevolence. By the order 
of his mother, Maryam Zamani, the devine light became 
bright. There was built a bagh and a beautiful baol i 
which made paradise blush with shame. The intelligence 
said for the hijra date: "Sun-i haft Jul us Padshahi 
(seventh regnal year of padshah) i.e. 1022 A.H. (=1612-
13)". 
1. Rajeev Bargoti, "Maryam Zamani's Baoli at Bayana - A 
Note", op.cit., p.465. 
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[40] JAHANGIRI GATE: 
This gate is located to the north of Bhitri Mahal la 
the 
(Sultankot) on main road passing through Bayana. Its 
As 
popular nomenclature also suggests having been built 
during Jahangir's reign. There is an inscription on this 
gate. 
[41] LAL MAHAL: 
La] Mahal is a name given to a haveli located to 
the south-west of Usha temple/mosque in Bhitri muhalla 
(Sultankot) in Bayana. Presence of multifoliated arches 
in the building suggests its being a buiIding^ Shah Ja-
han's or of a later period. 
[42 & 43] CUPOLAS 
Architectural features - bulbous dome and drooping 
saves - strongly suggest that these are Mughal structure 
of Shah Jahan's or later period. 
[44 & 45] TOMBS: 
Shape of domes and drooping eaves might identify 
them as Mughal structures. 
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[46, 47 & 48] PRE-MODERN INDIGO VATS:^ 
The sites where pre-modern indigo vats were found 
are a) Damdama village to the north-west of Bayana, b) 
Khan Kuan and Bundela Ka Kuan in Sikandra village to the 
south-west of Bayana, and c) four indigo vats in Brahm-
bad, to the east of Bayana, respectively. 
1. Iqtidar Alam Khan, "Pre-Modern Indico Vats of Bayana", 
Journal of the Islamic Environmental Design, Research 
Centre Carucci Editors, Rome, pp.93, 94. 
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SECTION-B 
[29] SHER GARH: 
It is a village located to the south of Bayana. 
The place name study - Garh is a word for fort - suggests 
the identification of the site with a' fortified 
settlement of Sher Shah Sur's period (1540-45). 
[37] QILA (Fort): 
A site near the village Chahal to the south-east of 
Bayana where river Gambhir makes a loop is locally known 
as pi la (fort). It might be inferred that this is the 
site of a military out-post established during the 16th 
century to protect the Bayana's extentions westward on 
its eastern flank. 
[38] DAMDAMA: 
At present it is a village to the north-west of 
Bayana. The name of the place suggests that there was a 
small fort/fortress or military out post at this spot. 
De Laet informs that he "found ruins of some palaces and 
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other buildings to 3 or 4 Cos north-west of Bayana". It 
is, most probably the description of Damdama. I assume 
that it was built to protect the extension of Bayana 
towards the north on its western flank. Another fortifi-
cation so close to the site of Sultankot would perhaps be 
necessitated only after the later fort had become 
redundant with spilling over of the urban settlement 
outside its confines. It is on this basis that I assume 
Damdama to be a 16th century fortification. 
1. De Laet, "De Imperio Magno Magolies, p.46 
Uf\ 1*» 1 1 1 / 
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CONCLUSION 
Township of Bayana with its old name Sripatha wae 
apparently in existence when Usha temple was constructed by 
Mahipaidev in 950 in its market place. An inscription found 
on a sacrificial pillar (yupa) suggests, that earlier (4J^ 8) 
this territory was controlled by the i3upta dynasty. During 
the period of political .instability which followed the 
decline of Gupta empire and upto the arrival of Ghaurides 
this township apparently did not lose its importance as a 
military stronghold. As Bayana (Sripatha) was situated on a 
strategic location in Northern Rajputana the rulers of Delhi-
Agra region tried to keep it under their control. It was so 
because having subjugated this place they could move at well 
towards northern India, towards south-west as well as Gujarat 
S< Malwa. To control the Delhi region, Prithviraj III, the 
Chahaman King of Ajmer, had first occupied the territory of 
Bayana (Sripatha). Ghaurides defeated Prithvireij III in the 
Second Battle of Tarain (1192). Soon after Delhi fell into 
1. Bayana is situated on a narrow stretch of alluvial plain 
about one km in width in-between the extension of the 
hills, rising upto 363 mts. high from the sea level of 
Arav1i range and the seasonal river Qambhir which flows 
along the stretch withwords. Thankar is situated 22 km 
60uth-we6t of Bayana. 
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the Ghaurides' hands, a member of Prithviraj Ill's family was 
appointed by them as the ruler of the Bayana (Sripatha) 
territory on the promise of payment of tribute. Finally in 
!1S6, the Ghaurians annexed the territory of Ajmer removing 
from there the surviving member of Chahaman family. 
In the Persian accounts beginning from Tabaqat-i Nasiri 
•Sripatha is referred to as Bayana Minhaj: mentions the 
territory of "Thankar and Bayana" being controlled in 1196 
by Shahbuddin Ghon's officer, Malik Bahauddin Tugri I , who 
established a new fort at Bayana naming it oultankot. Most 
probably Suitankot encompassed the centre of pre-Ghaurian 
township vT-f Snpatha where Ukha temple existed which was 
possibly replaced by a mosque at the time of conquest. It 
was at the same site that a large mosque was built in ]320, 
the structure of which survives this day. The whole of 
Thankar-Bayana tract seems to have formed the iqta of Malik 
Bahauddin TughriI in 1196. During Iltutmish's reign (1210-
36), there was a brief revival of Rajput power at Bayana. It 
seems like other strongholds in the North-Eastern Rajputana, 
Bayana was also recaptured by Chahamans (12 10-27). But 
having tackled the military problems in the west and Bengal 
Iltutmish succeeded in re-establishing his control over 
Bayana. 
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Bayana tract seeme- to have remained under the control 
of the Delhi Sultane- down to the time of the rise of Khal.jis 
(1290}. During Miauddin KhaIji'e reign (1295-1314) this 
territory were iqta headquarters of v/e I I known noble Ulugh 
Khan. Our evidences further suggests that the Bayana tract 
•w as continuously under the control of Delhi Su I tan ate 
throughout the fourteenth century. 
At the time of Timur's invasion -Shams Khan Ahaddi was 
in control of the Bayana tract. With decline of the 
T u g h i a q s, Shams Khan Ahaddi proclaimed himself the 
independent ruler of Bayana. Members of Ahaddi family ruled 
over Bayana till l49i-92. During the nine decades of Ahaddi 
rule over Bayana, successive attempts of Sultans of Delhi to 
sub.jugat the Ahaddis were not successful. In 1491, Sikandar 
Lodi made a settlement v/ith Sultan Ahaddi to hand over Bayana 
in return for parganae Jalesar, Chandwar and Harhara. But 
this settlement fell through as the Ahaddi Sultan eventually 
refused to surrender Bayana to the Lodis. In the same year 
( 1491-92), Sultan Sikandar Lodi marched against Bayana. 
After capturing the territory of Bayana it was conferred by 
him on Khan Khanan Farmau i i . It is very interesting that 
after Bayana was annexed to the Lodi Empire in 149 1-92 it 
came to be mentioned in the contemporary records as a sarkar 
headquarter. It was apparently sometime after Bayana's 
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annexation to the Lodi Empire (1492) and before his death 
that oikandar Lodi founded the fortified townehip of 
oikandara the remains of which e-ti i I e-urvive juet below the 
eastern stretch of the rampart of Vijaymandirgarh. 
During the last years of Sultan Sikandar Lodi (15 17) 
the hakim of Bayana was Nizam Khan. At the time of Babur's 
advance in North-Eastern Ra.iputana (1527) Nizam Khan was 
stiIi the hakim of Bayana Sarkar. 
After Babur's victory in the battle of Khanwa, Ishak 
Aga was appointed as the shiqdar of Bayana. In 1534, the 
Afghan chief Tatar Khan then collaborating with Bahadur 3hah 
of Gujarat attacked and captured Bayana. A Mughal army 
commanded by Mirza Askari , hov/ever, succeeded in putting down 
the disturbance created by Tatar Khan and reoccupied the 
Bayana territory. • 
In 1540, Mughal rule was over thrown by Sher Shah Suri. 
Although for Sher Shah's reign name of any hakim of Bayana is 
not known but copper coins of the period minted at Bayana 
have survived. This might suggest that under Sher Shah 
Bayana continued to be a sarkar headquater where a mint was 
also established. On Islam Shah's accession Adi 1 Khan was 
the hakim of Bayana. Extant SiIver coins minted at Bayana 
during the reign of Islam Shah go to suggest that during his 
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reign the statue of the mint at Bayana became more important 
than it wae under Sher -Shah. After Humayun'e return to 
Hindue-tan in 1555 and after he defeated Sikandar Khan Sur in 
1555, he appointed Haider Muhammad Akta Begi as the hakim of 
Bayana. During early years of Akbar's reign down to 1&60, 
the fort of Bayana wae used as a high security prision. Ti I I 
1567-58 Bayana was, apparently, held by Haji Muhammad Khan as 
his assignment. In that year it was assigned to Asaf Khan as 
jagir. Again in 1574-75, hakim of Bayana was Abdullah Khan 
Jakan. It seems, during the intervening period, Bayana lost 
Its status as a Sarkar headquater. In Ain-7-Ai?an, Bayana is 
mentioned as a pargana of Sarkar Agra. Most probably 
sometime before 1595, Sarkar Bayana merged into newly created 
Sarkar Agra. 
One does not come across the names of important nobles 
being appointed as the hakims of Bayana after 1567-68. This, 
possibly, indicates a gradual downgrading of Bayana as a 
military and administrative station. In the seventeenth 
century, except the name of a thanedar incidentally mentioned 
in a dastak issued by Aurangzeb in 1668, there is no mention 
of any important noble holding the charge of Bayana. It is 
also worth noting that contemporary European travellers' 
account do not mention name of any important administrator. 
It might thus be inferred that Bayana v/as no longer an 
^e 
impor tan t m i l i t a r y s t a t i o n . Thie d e p r e c i a t i o n i n the e ta tue 
o f Bayana a-s a e-tronghoid poee-ibiy ooncided w i t h the Bayana 
t r a c t l o s i n g i t s s t r a t e g i c i m p o r t a n c e f o l l o w i n g t h e 
s u b j u g a t i o n o f N o r t h - E a s t e r n Ra . jpu tana , Malwa (1562) and 
Gu jara t (1574) by Akbar and f i n a l l y t he se t t l emen t made by 
Jahangir w i t h Mewar ( l o 2 2 ) . 
Expansion o f Bayana as an urban cen t re seems t o have 
s t a r t e d w i t h t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a new w a l l e d c i t y , 
o u l t a n k o t , a t the same s i t e where pre-Qhansian township was 
s u r v i v i n g . Du r i ng the f i r s t phase o f i t s g row th (down t o 
1400) t h i s townsh ip as sugges ted by t h e l o c a t i o n o f t h e 
s u r v i v i n g monuments of t h i s pe r i od r a d i a t e d no r th wards where 
J h a l a r B a o i i (1320) and a hauz ( w a t e r - w o r k ) was d e v e l o p e d 
w i t h the he lp o f a masonny embankment f o r conserv ing r a i n 
water . In the second phase o f the growth o f Bayana township 
(1400 -1526 ) , as i n d i c a t e d by monuments o f t h e p e r i o d a t 
o u l t a n k o t and a l so by those t o i t s sou th -eas t was expanding 
i n the d i r e c t i o n o f V i j a y m a n d i r g a r h . T h i s e x p a n s i o n t o o k 
p lace d u r i n g t h e 15th c e n t u r y under t h e A h a d d i ' s and t h e 
L o d i s , I t was d u r i n g t h i s t i m e t h a t t h e t o w n s h i p o f 
Sikandara was e s t a b l i s h e d . The s u r v i v i n g monuments o f the 
Mughal pe r i od (1526-1700) g ive the impress ion t h a t township 
expanded towards the n o r t h - e a s t o f the -Suitankot across the 
r i v e r Gambhir upto v i l l a g e Brahmbad, 
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It is worthnoting that the urban eettlement at Bayana 
(outside- .Sultankot) that came- into existence during 1600-1/00 
v^ as not protected by any worth whi ie fortification. A low 
make shift wail protecting Sikandara was perhaps meant only 
t'O keepaway the local thieves and similar other elements, it 
hardly qualify to be called a fortification. On the other 
hand, the outer-perimeters of the large urban settlement that 
grew around Sultankot were sought to be secured by 
establishing small strong points, some kind of thanae or 
minor forts, at different places. The present village of 
Damdama, or the site locally known as qi la are perhaps the 
remains of these strong points. This system of securing the 
outer perimeters of an expanding urban centre may perhaps be 
found atsimi lar other medieval sites as well. It can however 
be tested only through survey of many other urban centres 
that are known to have experienced expansion during sixteenth 
and seventeenth centuries. 
APPENDIX 
An explanatory note on the maps of Bayana township 
appended to thie diseertation ie being given here. An 
attempt ie made here to plot information relating to 
surviving monuments of the SuItanate and Mughal periode ae 
well ae the information pertaining to the locality names on a 
map of Bayana to'wn and its immediate suburbs. 
In plotting these maps I have proceeded in the 
following manner. 
The physical features of the plain, where Bayana's 
medieval remains are located had been traced from the survey 
sheets of 1958-69 which are in the scale, 1 cm = 500 mts . 
On this out line map, I have tried to plot the location 
of these monuments of the medieval period after dividing them 
in to three distinct categories (a) bui Idi ngs/monuments 
raised d>own to 1400 fb) buildings raised between 1401 and 
1526 i.e. upto the end of Lodi period, and (c) buildings of 
Mughal period. For this categorization only those structures 
I. Sheets number 53 F/! and 53 F/5, based on survey don© in 
1968-69 and published under the direction of Mr Hari 
Narayan, -Surveyor General of India. 
loi 
are taken which c-ouid be roughly dated either with the help 
of inecriptione found on them or could be ae-cribed to one of 
these phases on the basis of architectural features or in a 
few cases where the local tradition or locality names suggest 
rough dates for same of the monuments. 
The symbols representing on my maps the monuments and 
remains of (a) thirteen and fourteenth centuries (Map A) (b) 
fifteenth and first quarter of the sixteenth centuries (Map 
'B') and fcj Sixteenth (from 1525 onwards) and seventeenth 
centuries (Map 'C'), are indicated by symbols that vary from 
phase to phase. Remains of the phase (a) are represented by 
a small circle, while ^b' and 'c' are represented by a square 
and a crossed square respectively. In case of the masonry 
embankment, in addition to one of the above symbols, the 
extension of the structure is indicated by reproducing the 
row of juxtaposed parantheses marks used in the survey sheets 
for indicating embankments and dams. The remains of 
fortifications are indicated by notionally drawn dated lines 
circling the fortified areas. 
Each of the monuments represented on the maps is also 
given a serial number. In 6th Chapter, these numbers would 
identify brief reference notes on the individual monuments. 
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The remains of medieval Bayana are ecattered over the 
narrow plain between the hiiie and course of river Gambhir 
that run almost- parallel to each other for about 4 kms from 
the present viI I age Sikandar upto the point where the present 
town of Bayana is located. The earliest remains of the 
medieval period are found at the Bhitari Muhsilci of the 
present township. From this point, these remains seem to 
radiate in different directions. 
As it can be seen in the appended map, the medieval 
remains of the Bayana township seem to extend from the 
present Bhitari Muhafia towards the north-east up to the 
•Jhalar Bao 11 near the village Murki across the railway line; 
towards the north west these can be traced upto the vi i iage 
Damdama. In the east and north-east these remains continue 
across the river Gambhir upto the vi i Iage Brahmbad. the 
extension of these remains south-wards are traceable upto the 
vi I Iage Sikandra as wet I as inside the ruins of 
Vi jaymandi rgarh; which is located on the hill feature to the 
north-west of the same viIIage. 
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